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To his honoured Friend, and Son 
in-law, Mr. Peter Browne of Hans» 
merſmith. 


Grace, eMercy, and Peace. 
SIR, 


Ot to revive your ſorrow for the loſs of 
your precious Yoke-Fellow, but to mo- 
ib and regulate it , do thele Meditatt- 
ons offer themſelves to your view : Phy- 
frcians ſay, that' if rheum be ſweetued, 
it cannot hurt the /#»gs ; ſure Iam, if grief | 
be ſweetned and ſanftified, it cannot hurc the 
heart ; worldly ſorrow indeed may. cauſe xe 06). 
death, but godly ſorrow tendeth to ſalvation; * OY 
that your ſorrow may be ſuch, let me com- a 
mend the reading of theſe Papers to yow, and 
do you, {by holy prayer) commend them to 
God. Neither grief nor mirth ,-(/68pty in 
themſelves) are ſinful and hurtful", bur asthe 
Objeft or degree determines them. - I: 
Your Wif: (I know ) while ſhe lived, was Eze&-: 246 
the deſire of your eye; , ſopleaſantan Object, \x6s 
-that ] cannot but preſume her. very Picture 
now ſhe is dead, will he a moſt acceptable. 
Preſent, which though not drawn by a chri-' 
Av Peabl, yet (I dare be bold to lay ) ie 
; A2 ? 15 ; >. Si 


Pt. 


_ nm 
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is ſo like her that whoſoever knew her, will 


know whoſe PiQure it is, at the fir/t-/ight, I 
am ſure the Painter hath not flattered Her. It 
is a life-Piftnre (as Artiſts call them) taken 
from hey face, and not by Copy. A life-Piftare 
:n4eed; deſcribing not the outward Effigres of 
her face but the inward Pourtraitare of her 
118d, all fair and beautiful : I commend it 
to your ſe/f, and your Friexds ; not to hang 
on your Falls, but to wiar in jour boſom, 
If the ftght of it ſhould occaſion your tears, 1 


ſhall not repent, becauſe by the ſadneſs of 
- the Conntenance the heart is made better, and 


ſorrow will flow in the right C:annel, not the 


abſence of her perſon, ſo much as the want of 


her graces, Give meleave, by that intereſt 
ſhe gave me in you, to enjoy you, both the 
ſeriny, andthe frequent review of this prece; 
and if you joyn prayer with your contempla- 
Ti9n;it will make you z»ſe/ibly ro paſs into hey 
likeneſs; for which end you will find this. /x- 
ſcriptiozengraven round about her Eff ozes, 
baſe fanh follow, | 

' This do, fincerily, vigrrouſly, and perſeve- 
7ingly, and I dare aflure- you, your /ofs will 


be yonr gain; which is and ſhall be the pray- 
Er ob +. 4. 
WW _- Your affe&ionate Friend and 
; 2 , Father in-Law, Tho. Caſe, 
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opened , and rarely Illuſtrated by an excel- 


Reverend Sir. 


© vr extreamly obliging that you honou- 
red me with the pernſal of your Ha- 
210mimeſis , (the eccaſion was ſad, the 11— 
provement good) where the nature and ground 
of the Imation of Saints, ws diſtinitly 


lent example; whenthat dig1tus ferro-luteus S 
ſaw the fatal honre approaching , be cred no a4 - 
out , ut ſe aliquis ad mortem Capeſſendam $Szeron im _ 
exemplo juvaret, that ſome ont would die þy-v. Ner. 
him, that he might learn to die by the example; 

and this was like hims, whoſe name was Vie. \- 
ſanguinum, 4a man of blood : But that brave | 
perſon, that great Saint your treatiſe refers t1, A (A 
hath by the incomparable inſtance of her gra-. EPs 
cos behaviour , taught us all, how to ate, and : *- 
pow to live too , which us the firſt ard hard-. erin... 
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Smrius in mulation and ſave ſome. Jerome eſpouſed the 


-Hammer-Smith ) you dipped.your Pex too much 


. anendeared Child? Regard it. wot, xquo ani 
- mo audienda ſunt imperitorum convitia, & 
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the ſame Aminting which tobh her iip to the © 

Galleries of Love,faſhiomng ker inſenſibly into iſ 

ſo curions.@ Preſident , bath diſcloſed to you @, 
; 


þ 2 King "3 phis ſeoret, of giving life by dead bones, 
preferving Religion from mortality , gathering ll: 


flowers from the Coffin, Embalming Exam- | 1 
ples, and finding our advantazes 1 the ſeve- [| a 
reſt Providences, Good Sir let me once more WG 
deſire you to publiſh your Meditations on this 
ſubjeft, ard the rather, becauſe we have had 
the fire of the laſt day , lately repreſemed to 
26 1n.a dreadful figure, happily youray now at 
length provoke the preſent evill world to /E- 


example of Hilarion. Who knows in what me- 
thods'God will pleaſe to diſcover himſelf to 
poor ſSuners'? Will any ſay, (they kuew nat 


#n love, when you drew the fa;r Charafter « 


contemptus, The Inhabitants of the Eartt 
are ſomuch below the cloud of witneſſes, tha 
being wuwraGorres Tender eyed, they cat 
met ſee the glory wrap'tup init ; Let the profif® 
phane ſay in ſcorn to Eliſha, go up, go | fall 
(mans 45 Elias did) *tts enough for, hin Cam, 
to inherit his Maſters ſpirit , | and to\h4 

EN 


o s + 


the eAſctndext in Divine Grace, Some years 

fince the merciful Providence of God gave me 

4 Summers-reſt 1s the honſe of that admirable 

Per ſon | wp T ever = found to be one of 

the bundred built- upon the Land of Promi(e). 

much was 1 her. alſo in her A, ra" = 

and ftull T obſerved wiſdom and Holineſs, 

Gravity and Meekaeſs, tempered in her to Iſocr. He. 

an uyparalled ſmettneſs. avrh S: win = Law. 

Herds evils yEropirn, HANG TAITEMY) TOY ape- Num. 14. 

Tay KTHSauirn. A bleſs Pandora, a highly  _ 24 

avonred Enthumia, oe that had the Other _ pete 

ſpirit , the Even ſpirit, eodem yultus teno> 7. $4 

re, etiam adverſis interpellantibus perſtitit, Pomp. 

#1 was ſaid of Socrates. The pure ſpirit came Ml 3: a 

own 4pon her, rather tanquam Columba, */**: 

We» initar ignis ; hers was that Dowe-like, 

eAgnine ſpirit ,, proeloquio nutus erat, with 

what wanderful regard did ſhe walk, 2 Tota 

pulcra , all fair, and ever fair , frimng wh 

lintſs whe deſcended from the Mount ; 

er Aanua ſeemed to bretd no Warm ; 

hriſt dwelt in her with a conſtant lowelineſs, 

id was fairer iu her, then in ten thouſands! 

he did excel to a wonder in the eftcem of 

ul that converſed with her, But now ſhe 

WW fallen, ſhe 1s fallev, and gone down to the 

hambers of the Dead, A tuttovi &rimes. 
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=” hoy fuor che alla morte. .. :/ fren 'therfore 
zo 4 Jour Hagiomimeſis , that the fall of 
_ the righteons may be the Salvation of the 


IIs ayer of, 
FP M 7 Ya Dear $S 1 KR, 


O&ob! to. 1666, 


Your Servant in our Lord, 
William Woodward, 
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THE IMITATION 


Of the 


SAINTS. 


Gas — 


Heb. 6, 12, But followers of them who 
through fatth and patience, a the 
4 promiſes, 
} 
HE Apoſtle having ſet before. 
the believing Hebrews, a dread- 

ful inſtance of the ſin, and danger 

of Apoſtacy , from verſe the 

Y4th toverſe ny. 8th (for the awakening 
Yof them out of their ſecurity, to a timely 
$/*2e#tro of both) that he might not-oc-.. - 
_ prejudice and offence in their bo-., _ + 
,aS1f he had judged them to be A- 

| MM 

He doth two things : - 


I. He 


(2) 

1, He ſweetly infinuates 4 better opim- 
on of them, verſe g. 10, Bt b:lryed, we are 
perſwaded b:tter things of you. and the ac- 
count of Wicit 5:riwation, Ne gives you 
verſe 19th far God is aot anrighteors to for- 

tt yr 'abour of love, 8&C, 

2, Yet, That thzy may not taink them- 
ſelves altozether #ncoucerned in this Cautt- 
on, he a4moniſhet) them to take h2ed of 
ſlag giſhneſs and ſecurity {on the one fide) 
waich are the uſuall ſyare and precipzce to 
Apotacy, That ye bz not ſlathfull; And 


then he incites them to a vrgorous dil;i— 


gence in their Chriltian profeſſion (on the 
other fiJe) the way and means which God 
hath ſanAifi2d for the attaining of p:r ſev? - 
rAnce anal aſſurance, Verſe rith, re de- 
fire that every one of you 4o ſhew th: ſam: 
dil:gence ro the Full aſſurance of hape unto 
theend, The ſam?, 1.e, the ſam?, m2n- 
tion2d verſe roth Torr work and labonr of 
low? : q.d. That which ſome of you hav: 
oven 1hundunt teſtimony of, 7 deſire eve- 
ry one of you may give alſo; leſt there 
ſhould be any that may poſſibly fall ſhort, 
and prove Apoſtate amongſt you. 

Oc the ſame, z. e, which you your ſelvt 
(ſpeaking to the ſame individuals) have gi 
ven, that ye grow not remiſs an{ nglegent 


Nam 
now, 


Jt3 


4 
ep 
if 


(3) 


in your love ahd zeal, for then if you that 


have been formerly diligent and ative, 
ſhall cool, and grow negligent, not only 
your former diligence will be a teſtimony 


againſt you ; but the abatement and decay 


of your love and zeal, may expoſe you to 
the ſin and danger of Apoſtacy, 

Now both theſe he doth, by propeund- 
102 the Pattern of the Sa1zts and Worthies 
of God, to their pious Conſideration and 1- 
witation, Some of whom were yet alive, 
whom he propoſeth as Preſidents to the 
ret among them: Yea, he propoſeth 
themſeſyes to themſelves; their former 
zeal, to prevent their futnre /nke-warm- 
ue[s. 

Others here commended, were ſuch of 
the Primitive Heroes, who had long be- 
fore, finiſhed their courſe and obtained 
the Crown : *As Abraham, mentioned in 
the verſes following my Text; and others, 
of thoſe famous Lights of the World, im- 
plyed in the word them ( in the Text ) 
Them who through faith and patience in- 
herit the promiſes, Theſe alſo the Apo- 
ſtle doth commend as fianding exemplars 
for the believing Hebrews, and (in them) 
for all other Chriſtians , profeffing the 
Name and faith of Jeſus Chriſt , to fol- 


low, B 2 Now, 


* Ego de 
patribus 
Jam 11 c@- 
[is agere 
hoc loco 


ApoStoluns 
non dubi- 
to, Bez.im | 


loc. 


(4) 

' Now, to be followers of the Saints, 1 
nothing elſe but v:gorouſly and conſtantly 
to endeavor to Imitate them in their gra- 
ces, and gracious converſations : to uſe 
all diligence to be ſuch as they were; and to 
do as they did, in our times and places. 

T hat you be followers of them, who 
through faith and patience, &C. | 

We may. look upon the words under 
a twofold aſpect. 

I, Poſitive, 

2, Relative. 

I. Poſitrve, as expreſling, and prefling 4 
Daty neceſſary, for all -Chriſtians to pra- 
Rice, and that is a diligent imitation of the 
Saints. 

2. Relative, as implying a Soverargy re- 
mtdy, to prevent the fin and danger of A- 
poſtacy, 

Take them in their Poſtr:ve aſpett, and 
ſo they preſent us with this DoAtrinal Ob- 


ſervation. Jt z5 the duty of Chriſtians to 


be followers of the Saints of God, who have 
been, or are, excellent in ther Generations; 


Or; 


The Graces of the Saints, whether alu 


or dead, they are Patterns ſet forth for 
our Imitation 
| Take the words in their Relative al- 
peR, and ſo they afford us this, .Ob- 


WE; 


(5) 

Obſervation, {c. That a dilrgeut imita- 
tiowof the Saints. of God 11 their graces 
and vertmes, is a ſpecial Preſervative and 
Antidote againſt Apoſtacy, 

It is the firſt of theſe I intend to infiſt 
upon ; the other will be of uſe, in the pro- 
Ml ſecution of this, 


DoR. Tt is the duty of Chriftians to be 
8 followers of the Saints of God, 5 
The Noun ( here, as elſewhere ) FEWTer 
11nan]et followers, is derived from the ſame u rveognd 
: verb which is uſed, ch. 13. 9. pf. Heb.13.7. 
- which Gignifies to work according to pat- Called, 
e Ftcrs ; a metaphor borrowed from Stage- *7 oxgiſal 
playes, Where the Ators fludy ex- FO 
- Wakly , and to the life, to expreſs the ge- 
- Wfiures and diſpoſitions of the perſons whom 
they repreſent; or elſe from Apes, who do 
1 Eraturally love to 7mtate the actions and ge- 
- Witures of men, Thus the Apoſile calls 
toEChriflians to an exaRt ancunfeigned 1mi- 
ve tation of the Saints of God, whether de- 
5; parted and in Heaven , of yet ſurviving in 
ihe Land of the living, 
vel This holy Inuitation 1s frequently - corm- 
$-4#ded in Scripture, 1, Cor, 4.16. & 31, 
JW. Jam, 5, 10, Heb, 13.7. 4s 


x Ground, 
Gods end 
In giving 
fuch pat- 


ZErns. 


1Theſ. 1.6, & 2.14, &c. 


ſhew you, 


| (5) 


And for this, others are comended,, as 


\ For the opening of the Doctrine, I ſhall 


1, Why? : The Saints are to be i- 
2, Wherein mitaced, 


3. How _ 
4. We ſhall improve it for our aſe and 
practice, | 


I. Queſt, Why? Now the Grounds * 
and Reaſoas of the point, are ſuch as theſe ſ * 
following. 

This was a principal end or deſign which " 
God had in beftowing ſuch choice and graci- © 
045 qua/ifications upon the Saints in the Il 
world, « ſcil, ) that they might ſerve as 
patterus for the zmitation of others, who ! 
either live with them, or come after them, 7? 
Hence they are called /zghts, Ph1l.2. 15, - 
I6, | 

They be like the P haro's, or fires upon 7 
the Sea-coaſts, to ſhew pafſengers their 4 
way in the dark night, that they may not 
ſutfer ſhipwrack. They are looking-gla(- 
ſes, by which the Saints ſhould dreſs them-ſſ 'e: 
ſelves. God did not beſtow graces and ex- 
cel!excres upon them, meerly for their - 

| fakes, 


(7) 


ſakes, for the adorning of their own ſouls, 


and to qualifie them for their future G/or y; 


(though that was one gracious 'ehign he 
had upon them, 2 Cor, 5. 5. Col. 1.12,} 
but that by their /:ght, they mini ſcew 0- 
thers the Way, holding forth the word of 
life; and by their heart they might warms 
others, and by their zeal proveks menyy 
2 Cor, g. 2, your zeal hath provoked ma- 


8 »7. Therefore ſaith our Lord, /et your 


light ſhine, &c, No man lighteth a caxdle 
to put it under a bed, or ander a bu(\ el, but 
0n 4 candieſtick, that it may grve light 
unto all that are in the houſe, Therefore as 
the Saints therrſelves fin againſt Gods 
deſign ( in giving them ſuch excellent 
ſhining graces) when they do withhold 
their light and influence, by putting them 
under the bed of pleaſure, or the buſhel of 
profit, So Standers-by, fin againſt the gra- 
cicus ends and purpoſes of Gonds love in 
the oraces of his Saints, when they do not 
fruifully improve them for their own imu- 
ation, 

They take the grace of God in vain, in 
his Saints; and ſlight and negleCt the bleſ- 
ſed. helpes which God hath afforded them 
in their paſſage to heaven, they regard 
not Gods /ove and care in ſetting upſuch 

OR B 4 lights 
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Mat.5.51. 


lights in the world - whereas they ſhould 
admire God in his Saints, as David aid in 
the workmanſhip of the Creation, and cry 
out in thatadmration , Lord, what 15 max 
that thou art ſo mndfull of him | they 
ſhould Praiſe and glorifie God, which gt- 
wveth ſuch gifts aud graces wunts men, And 
by daily comparing tiemſelves. with theſe 
Patterns, | ſtrive to correct their errors, 
and to come up to further degrees of holt- 
neſs and perfection. 


2, To be ſure this was one great Reaſon, 
why God took ſach order by the Pen- 
men of the Holy Ghoſt, to have the /:ves 
and Graces of the Saints, ſo exa&ly Regi- 
giſtred 17 the Scriptures, and kept -upon 
pub!1ck record 5 That they might be for 
Patterns and Preſidents to future Generati- 
ons, So Ottavins Auguſius erected rhe 
- Statues of the Roman Hero's, triumphal! 
effigie, T hat zlorum veluti ad exemplar, & 
Ipſe dum wroeret, & in ſequentium atatum 
priucipes exigerentir a Civibus, Rom, 
15.4. Whatſoever things were written - 
foretrme, were written for our learning 
that we through patience and comfort” of 
the Scriptures, might have hope, 


Even 


- 


(9 ) 


d I Even the /»5 and failings of theSaints are 
n ſFecorded in Scripture upon' this very ac. 
y count, 1 Cor. 106,11, to beJure: Types 
= ſnd enſamples, not indeed for our im1tation, 


put for our caution £ They be our Take- 
beeds, not our Patterns; to the intent we 
ould not /«ſ# after evill things, as they 


ſe Glo luſted, v. 6. 
s, M But now their Gracious and Holy Gon- 
= ſr /at:ons , they are properly Regiſtred 


or our z1tation ; to the intent we ſhould 
read in their ſteps, (1 Cor. 4. 17, Fot 
his caaſe have 1 ſent unto yeu Timerhens, 
&c. who (hall bring you into remembraxce 
pf my wares which be 1n Chriſt ) and might 
de taught by Pattern, as well as by Pre- 
ept. : 

x Thus Abraham ſtands in Scripture as a 
i- Wpattern for our faith and ſelf-denyal, David 

xe ſfor a pattern of our f#acerity, a man after 

/; (Gods own heart, Encch of our walking with 

7 (Ced, &c. 

ml VVhy now, if we mind them not, and | 
,, czrenot to imitate them, we fin againſt _ 
-- the deſien cf the Scripture , and bid God ; 
> (as it were) keep his Copies to himſelf, we 
of "wn them not; or we defire not to f.llow 
em. 


3. Reaſon, 


Pſal. 8.3, 
As 


2 Ground. 
Gods de- 
ſiceing 
Gaung the 
lives of; 
the Saints 
to be Re- 
corded, 


\ 


Rom. 15. 


As 


- Statues of the Roman Hero's, triumphat! 


| (8) Y 
lights in the world : whereas they ſhould 
admire God in his Saints, as David aid in 
the workmanſhip of the Creation, and cry 
out in thatadmration , Lord, what 1s may 
that thou art ſo mindfuli of him | they 
ſhould Praiſe and glorifie God, which g1- 
veth ſuch gifts aud graces unts men, And 
by daily comparing themſelves. with theſe 
Patterns, ſtrive to corre their etrors, 
and to come up to further degrees of holi- 
neſs and perfeQton. 


2. To be ſure this was one great Reaſon, 
why God took ſuch order by the Pen- 
men of the Holy Ghoſt, to have the /:ves 
and Graces of the Saints, ſo exatly Regi- 
giftred 3u the Scriptures, and kept upon 
prubl1ck record ; That they might be for 
Patterns and Preſidents to future Generati- 
ons. So Ottavins Auguſius erected rhe 


effigie, T hat z/lorum veluti ad exemplar, & 
Ipſe dum orveret, & 1n ſequentium atatum 
priacipes exgereutar a Civibus, Rom, ſci 
15.4. Whatſoever things were written a- tn 
vretime, were written for our learning , (as 
that we through patience and comfort” of ve 


the Scriptures, might have hope, the 


Even 


(9) 
Even the /i#5 and failings of theSaints are 
ecorded in Scripture upon' this very ac- 
ount, 1 Cor. 106,11, to beJure, Types 
and enſamples, not indeed for our 1#1tation, 
put for our caution : They be our Take- 
beeds, not our Patterns; to the intent we 
ould not /«ſ# after evill things, as they 
alſo luſted, v. 6. 

But now their Graczous and Holy Gon- 
ptrſations , they are properly Regiſtred 
or our 11tation ; to the _9_s we ſhould 
read 11 ther ſteps, (1 Cor, 4. 17. For 
his caaſe have I ſent unto you ; der ad 

Kc. who (hall bring you into remembraxce 
of mp wares which be 19 Chriſt ) and might 
be vu by Pattern, as well as by Pre- 
cept. 

Thus Abraham Rands in Scripture as a 
i- Ypattern for our faith and ſelf-denyal, David 
c ſtor a pattern of our Facerit y, a man after 
/1 Gods own heart, Encch of our walking with 
3 Gd, &c. 

” VVhy now, if we mind then not, and 

,, carenot to imitate them, we fin avainſt 

- the deſien cf the Scripture , and bid God 

Mas it were) keep his Copies to himſelf, we 

f(pced them not; or we defice not to f.llow 
fthem. 


3, Reaſon, 
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3. Reaſon. 


Patterns 
make any 
worke 
more 


ealte. 


4eRenſon, 


To pre - 


| -- p flake, 


-P 
ſelves, till we bring cur ſelves and Ou 


" | 5m 


| 3. Reaſon, To be followers of the Saint 
15 a Marvelous help and furtherance in on 
work.. Hig work is half done that hath 
preſident before him; the precept poſſibly 
may be 9ark and obſcure; but precept ex 
emplified into & patters and example,is plait 
and factie ; he that rups may read. 
Patterns are the commands of God mad 
legible in thelives of the Saints: Hol 
xeſs made :xemplary, by which we ma 
ſee how the Saints be/zeved, how the Saint 
denyed : hemſelves, how they /oved Gedlih 
and how they contemned the world, &c. 
If you would know what'ſuch grace 
are, lock upon the Saints, and they wil 
ſerve as ſo many Coments, and Interpr 
ters to you. Beſides, Preſidents do put 
bid of life into men ; the very bruit crea 


, Tyres are animated and quickned by their 


fellow-creatures, their companions in| 
labours and travel. 


4+ Reaſon, Tt 15 a notable means to 
prevenc miftakes of our own eſtates, and 
fo undeceive us of falſe opinions of on! 
ſelves. | 
We are very prone to think well of ou 


way« 


 Frayesto the patrers and exemplar of the 


in toſay to our ſelyes, Are welike the 
Saints in Screprure ? of the Saints /121ng? 
Do I live as they lived? Do I deny my 
elf as they did ? Doth my zeal for God 
at me up ? Is my faith and patience like 
heirs/ that have inherited the Promiſes? 
ave I a Paxls ſpirit? Oh how unlike! 
what Dwatfs and Pigmies are we in com- 
pariſon of them ! Surely , either theſe 
were more then Saints, or We are zone: by 
comparing, we come to ſee a wide and 
manifeſt difference between them and us. 


5- Reaſon. By imitating the Saints , 
God 15 ſuccefſively glorified in the world, 
{braham glorified God in his Generation, 
S:nd they that walk io the fleps of 
lWaithful e{bravam, they glorifie him 
nicceffively in their Generations. Though 

eAbrabam be gone, and the Saints be not ; 
Imitation mak*s them live till ; Imita- 
B16: 15 the mult;plicatiun of the Saints : AS 
"dhe Kings PiRture is multiplied by taking 


mTRC:pics , ſo that when the King is dead his 


Effigtes will be known in future Genera- 
uEtions, 


uy 79151 the Gereraticn of thins that ſeck | 
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Saints and ſervants of God ; then webe- - 
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6 Ground, 
Imitation 
15 the way 
to pre- 
vent 
floth{ul- 
peſie, 


The 'Tro- 
' pateof 
Aaltiades 
awak <C. 
ed Ticni- 
Siorles - 
Pls ATC h. 


: m 


1hy face, O Jacob. The fellcwers of Tac 


are his Gexeratio : , he begot them b 
his example and Imitation makes then 
his Genmne Poſterity : They ſtand up x 
wreſtlers with God, as he was. And thu 
B. lievers, the Children of Abrabsrm hi 
ſpiritual ſeed, his lively PiRtures and Ef 
oites in the world. Er fic in cat, 


6. Reaſos, Imitation 1s the Way (0 
cure us of ſlwggſhreſs and torpor which i; 
in out natures ; that ye be nt ſle:bful, by 


| followers of them, &c. ſo in the text. 


The ſ1:th/ulxeſs here diflwaded , 1s di 
realy contrary to the forementioned dz: 
gence? : And mention is therefore made 0 
it to ſhew us that for the more proſperous 
flonriſhing of any Grace, the contrary fin 
Is very carefully to be ſhunned. 

If we would be diligent, we muſt tak 
heed cf floth; and if we would take heed 
of the ſluggiſhneſs, to which our corrupt 
natures are ſo marvellouſly propenſe , we 
mult eye the Saizts, imitate them, follo 
them, and be ſlothfull if you can. 

Conſider what pains the Saints have t- 
ken intheir ſeveral Generations. Fac 


w-eſtled with the Angel til break of day; 
Chrift prayed tell be ſweat #g1in, A 
70 $ 


lat 
rec 
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(12-4 | 
he Saints in the Old and New-Teſtament, 
hey did much, and endgr:d much ; take the 
reat Apoſtle, 1t would even tire one of 
Bs to read the Catalogue of his aRive and 
Saflive travellsin the Goſpel, 2 Cor, It. 
W3.to the end. Oh what have the Saints 
one and ſuffered in their ſeveral ages ! 
ow -may ſuch Prefidents both ſhatne 
ad Quicken us ! Oh their labour of love, 
eir work of faith, their patience of hope! 
"Wow fteadiaſt ! How unmoveable ! 
low aboundant 1n the work of the 
ord / 

The keeping of ſuch patterns fl in 
{ſur eyes will maryellouſly quicken us, to 
ſe all diligence in our Ch-1ſtian race. 


ouPid they run-after the rate that we do ? 
id they pray afrer the ſame rate that 
epray ? Did they pleafe then/elves? O 
ny ſluggiſh heart ! this pace will never 
ring thee to heaven, 


7. Reaſin, Thecloſe following of the 
aints will prevent 4prſt«cy : Joaſh did 
ell all the dayes of 7chorad+h. 

Chriſtians look about you, ye are in great 
anger of falling away from your own 
Meedfaſtneſs. Your temptations are many 


Allnd great, and the danger is dreadfull. 


Hee 


7. Reaſon. 
Imitation - 
will pre- 
ventApo- 
ſtacy. 


8. Reaſon. 
By this 
means 


the loſs of 


the Saints 
will be 
.lef6 felt, 


(14) 
Herein the Text, the /», the panſhl 1 
met, who can expound them to us ? | 
Well, if you will .ſtand faſt, eye you, 
Pref dents, | cl 
See what they did and ſuffered in their b 
hour of temptation, rather then turn backer: 
upon the profeſſion of Religion. RememYm 

ber what the P:triarchs, Prophets, Apo 
les, Martyrs of Chriſt have ſuffered lg. 
and ffand faſt, Remember how they lifff: 
ved! How they died! As the Apoſtle exp 
horted concerning Chriſt, Heb. 11. 3M 
Confuder them, what they exdured , le/SMto 
e faint 3» your mirdes, Their per ſeverardſſhic 
well laid to heart, will be' your PreſerT/ 
Vatioe. d 


8. Reaſon, Onr following the Saints bYh 
holy 1mitation , will wake them be lei « 
miſſed in the werld, when they are takeſer; 
away. | 
Elijah was leſs wanted becauſe E!l:/hhr ; 
vvas endued with his ſpirit. eoſes abſſje | 
ſence vvas recruited by Joſhas ſucceſſÞd 
ON, | A 
Odo you ſtand in the gap, and fill uſith 
the breach of them that are gone, witlillo 
your gracious influences; and their abſenc t 
will be the better born, Witt: 

FP i 


rh My ſeed ſhill ſerve vim; (aid Chriſt up- 


the Croſs, or goin2 to it, P/a. 22. 


ou. 4. 4. Though I am goingout of the 
xrid , I ſhall leaye a ſpiritual Generati- 
behind me”, that will carry on my Fa- 
Wc work in the world. It was Chriſt his 


mfort upon the Crols. 


9. R-aſoa. By imitating of the Saints, 
e our ſelves ſha'l hve tre honour of be- 
p exemplary unt? others 

30 See how the one is inſeperably annext 
Wo the other in that famous enc mmm 
ich the Apoſtle gives his Theſſa!:mavs, 
Th:{. 1.6. Ye hecame followirs of us, 
d of the Lora, verſe 6. there hecom- 
ends their piety 5 And What follows? 
ſhy verſe 7. So that ye became enſamples 
all that believe im - ac: oma, fc. 
ere he celebrateth their H-noar, 

It is our grace to 1m1t4:e others, it 1s 
Ir glory to be patterns too:h:rs, This is 
2 Crown, the - Apoſtle ſets upon the 
1ds of his excellent Thefſalo» ans, 

And it ſhall bz your Crown alſo, if 
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uFith an holy ambition ye contend to be 
1tVilowers of them who excell in vertue; 
"ct thereby you alſo will become ftardrng- 

F*icrn5 and preſidents for others imita- 
/( _ ER. :..- man 


9-Reaſon, 
By imita- 
tion of 
others 
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come CX- 
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(16) | 
tion. « The Bapti/# followed the Prophe 
and excelled them; of common. Soldur 
you will become Captains and Leaders 
the Lords Army, By intenſive and vig 
rous imitation, you Will transform yo 
ſelves into ſhining and glorious Lum 
1125, by whoſe light others may lee the 
Way to Heaven, 

Io. Reaſox, This is the way to 
Kingdom, This way all the Saints and wo 
thies of God went , and are noiy entre 
into glory : -the foot-ſteps of Companion 
is ſuggeſted by Chriſt as an infallible. cot 
dud in her way. Cart.1.8, Go you in the 
Path, tread in their Reps and you ſhall e 
teralſo. Tais is the encouragement whid 
the text holds out, 

Be ye fullowers of them Who thrau 
faith and patience inherit the Promiſe 
(q. d.) Abraham, Iſaac, Facob and othe! 
of the Primitive Hero?s,have by their hal 
diligehce and inconquerable indufity in ti 
wayes of. holineſs, attained af] #raxce 0 
Heaven while they lived, and pofleſſon 
Heaven when they died : They have fin 
ſhed their courſe, and received their rob! 


_ and their Crowns 5 By faith and patiend 


in well-doing, they znberit the promiſe .. 


Prel 


= ans Wwﬀy As 


>» _ 


and you ſhall be partakers of the z»her:- 


tance with thi Saints in light: You ſhall _ 
alſo in the end of | your d4yes , recervethe, 


erd of your hope, even the Salvation off your 
Souls. / ue 

Thus our Lord encourageth his Soldiers, 
Rev. .3.v. 21. To him that overcometh, will 
I grant to fit with me in my Thront, as 1 0- 
vercamt, and am ſet down with my Father 
in his T hroxe, \ | 


Follow me. in my C onflift and C onqueſt, 


and you ſhall ſhare with me in my Reward 
and Triumph, 1f we be dead with Chrift, we 
ſhall dſlo Irve with Chriſt ; if we ſuffer with 
kim we ſhall alſo reign with bim; 2 Tiin, 
S.11,r2. | 

This may ſuffice for the firſt 2nerie 
Why ? the Reaſons and Grounds of the 
point, | 

I come now. to. the ſecond Querie, 
Wherein ? or in what things we-are to 
imitate the Saints? 


Towhich I Anſwer jo yn Al 


1, Negatively, The Saints are not to be 
C Mt» 


g” (17) C "yh Fe 
Preſs hard after them, follow them cloſe, - 


2. Que. 
Wherein 
the Saints * 
are to be 
imitated 2: © | 


Anſw.. 
Negat. 
w herein 

N ot. 
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_ 
| imitated in every thing. Ex, Gra, 
7. Not in XT. The Saints are notto be imitated in 
their ſins. their ſins and i»firmuties, The beſt of Geds: 
ſervants have had their failings and infirmi. 
ties, and they are held out in Scripture to 
our obſervation; As | 
Abraham's difidexce, Gen. 12, 11, 12, 
T3.ch, 20. 2, Job's :mpatierce, Iob. 3.1, 
2. Noah's rra»ſpreſſing by Wine, Gen. g. 
21. Lot's zxceſt, Ges. 19. 3}. 35. Da- 
 vid's Murder and Adaltery, 2Sam.11.15, 
4.\ Elyahs Paſſions, Jam, 5.17.. Peter's 
denying his Lord , Mat. 27. 70, 72574. 

Theſe and many other failings and falls 
of the Saints, are Recorded in the Book of 
God: But they are, | 

x. For the ſupport and comfort of lap- 
ſed Chriſtians, that refleQting upon theu 
own ſurpriſes by temptation , they. may 
not deſpond and deſpair, as if their ſpot were 
not the [pot of Gods Childres, 

2. Fox.the caution and admonition of all 
ſurviving generations; to the intent that We 
ſhenld not preſume to /in as they ſinned, 
x Cor, Io. 6. 

But to be ſure they Rand not in the holy 
Regiſter, as Patterns and excouragements to 
fin. They are our Take-heeds, not our 
Warrants ; they tell us, here is a Rock, . 

val 
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(19) 


void it; here is a Quick-ſavd, com? w0t near 


iS 

1s || #', leſt you ſuffer ſhepwrack, We are not to 

- | imitate the 'be/? in their wor F. | 4 
" 2. Not in 


\ 2, They are not be imitated in what 4. 4... 
A ) they did by immediate and miraculous: aſ- did by "# 


.. | fiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. miracu- 7 
| Asweare commanded to be followers of ”_ in- - 
& Ged as dear Childrey, but not in the crea= 721555100, 
a. il ting of the world; not in cauſing the Sun p 
5 toriſe, and the Rary to fal, &c. that is, we 
>. © muſt not attempt ſuch an imitation of our 


heavenly Father, as being above the 
x Sphere of the creature, the Prerogative on- 


ly of the great God. 


of | 
Our Lord commandeth us to /earz of 44a. 11. 
= him , but not in r;/ing the dead ; not in 29 


| multiplying loaves , not in caſting out De. 
vils by a word, &c, theſe being works 
which Chriſt did not in his Private, but in 
his Me diatory Capacity. 
all So alſo the Prophets, Apoſtles and other 
we if © the Saints of God, though they be our 
4 | Si4ndarads and Patterns , yet they are not 
"| tobefollowed in thoſe ations which they 
ly | 4dby vertue of an extraordinary aff larus 
to | © 7nſprration of the Holy Ghoſt ; thoſe a- 
1ir | tons being peculiar only to their extra- 
ordinary commiſſions and funttions, and not 
common to them as /elrevers, | 
C-2 3, Nets 
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(20) 
- 3, Neither are they to be followed in 
thoſe a&tions which they did by ſpecial d:- 
ſpenſation , or by way of probation ' and 
tryal. Ex, Gra, VVe are not to rob, 
ſpoil and tak: away the ſubſtance and eftates 
of wicked men, (meerly qua wicked)  be- 
caufe th2 Jſratlites roboed the /£gypu- 
ans ; unleſs we had immediate Anthority 
and. command for it, from him, who is 
the abſolute and Supream Lord of the þ 
Creature , and may diſpoſe of the whole 
Creation to whomſoever he pleaſe, as they 
had, We: may not offer up our Sons and 
Davghters in ſacrifice to God , becauſe 
God tempted Abraham to offer up his 1ſaac, 
for tryal- of his obedience and Seif-denyal, 
— Nor yet again'may any man or woman 
tahe a Wiſe or Husband of Whoredome, as 
the Prophet did, Hof. 1. 2. (whether in 
21/102 only, or in reality we enquire not 
here) uneſs we had the ſame ſpecial diſpen- 
ſation and allowance from the Supream 
Law- giver, ' 
Thus Negatively , We are not to follow 
the Saints. 
2. Affirmative/y, Therefore, we are to 
- 1mirate the Saints i» therr graces only, and 
in their haly Converſations in the world, 
and in whatever they did in a way ow 
| dren 


(21) | | 
dience and conformity to the revealed will of 
Ged, the Randing rule of the word, 

A more diſtin&t and particular account 
whereof, I ſhall give , before Jfiniſh this 
diſcourſe. | 


3. Querie, How muſt we mutate 3Qu.How 
the Saints of God? Anſwer. Here again We mult 
our Negative Rale meets us, ( ſc:l,.) We 
are not to follow the Saints XKmverſally ; 
ot all over, And the reaſon 1s, becauſe, 
all that ts 1n the Saints, is not Sarftity, All 
that 15 1n the Godly, is not Godlineſs, Saints 
have their infirminies, and in them they 
are not to be imitated, 

The beſt of men, are bat men at the beſt. 
Affirmatively, Therefore our imitationof 
the Saints it muſt be but, 

I. A lied Imitation. And that Li- yyirh 1;. * 


mitation, ohe of the beſt cf men ( that mitation. | 


were but men) the great Apoſtle hath 
oIven us in his own Perſon : Be ye followers 1Cor, 11.1: 
of me, (How?) as Tam of Chriſt, 1f we 
find holy Pau/, not following Chrift, he 
doth not require us to follow him. Jt was 
7ehoſophat's honour that he made choice 
of the firſt wayes of David to walk in, TIn- 
deed we have theſe intermediate Copies 
Written for our /earmng : God therein con- 

C - | de- 


imitate * 
the Saints 
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(22) | 
deſcending to cur infirmity, leſt our tender 
cies ſhcuid be too much dazled in continu- 
al beholding the tranſcendent brishtneſſe 
of the Swpream light, 1 Joh. 1.5, But 
God, and Chriſt, and the Spirit are the 
Supream Origizal Standard of our Confor- 
mty. 

The Father, Be you perfett as your Fa- 
ther, which # 1n heaven us perfef, | 

Teſws Chrift, As he which hath called 
you, # holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of 
Converſation. 

The Holy Ghoſt. They that are after the 
Spirit, do mind the things of the Spirn, And 
224in, As many as are /ed by tie Spirit are 
the Sons of God, 

Next to theſe, the Saints and Angels in 
Heaven, 2re cur lights of a ſecond magni- 
tuce; Thy wi'l be done ow Earth,as it is done 
in Heaven. 

Theſe are cur exa& and perfect Exem- 
plare, in which ihere is no defett cr 3mper- 


. felion, 


But all our Earthly Patterns ( be they 
never {o exc2!ient) have their cr72%7s and 
deficrexcies ; which may miſlead us, if we 
follow them without due limitation. And 
theref:re all theſe r#ferinny Patterns , are 
tobe rednxced to the Original Standard and 

1 2 — Enxemplar; 


Rh 1) boa (DO hd, << 


] 


to be corteRted by the Orrg:nal. 


(23). 
Exemplar ; and wherein they are found 
either erronecs or defefiive, We are to 
corre and perfe& them by the Oregrnal ; 
we muſt by faith eye the Patter» in the 
Mount : we may imitate our terreſtrial Co- 
pies , but we muſt not rermate in them. 
The Saints are good Leaders, but not z»fa/- 
[ible uſeful Copres , but ſuch as have need 


Our imitation of them therefore, muſt 
be bounded by Scripture-limation. 


2, Our Imitation of the Saints muſt be 2: Uni- | 
exalt and uniform : though we are not to pr #| 
imitate the Saints in all therr aFons , Yet unnm WY 
we are to imitate them in all their Graces, ſapiens, | 
and graciou converſation, Whatſoever ©#terimul= | 
things are true, whatſ-ever things are juſt, ome 
What ſoever things are pure, whatſoever By. *I 
things are lovely , whatſoever things are of Phil, 4.8. 
good report , if there be any wirtue , af there | 
be any praiſe in the Saints and Servants of 
God, theſe things we muſtthink of ; and J 
in theſe things we muſt labour to be /ike #nto 
them, We muſt take heed of Parrnality, 
in Our following the Saints ; cf preferring 
oue before azother, one Saint before ano- 
ther ; or one Grace in the Saints before 
another, unleſs it be ſuch Saints, and ſuch 

” Graces, 
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C22) | 
deſcending to cur infirmity, -leſt our tender 
cies ſhcuic be too much dazled in continu-= 
al beholding the tranſcendent brightnefſe 
of the Swupream light, 1 Joh. 1.5, But 
God, and Chriſt, and the Spirit are the 
Supream Original Standard of our Confor- 
mity. 

The Father, Be you perfett as your Fa- 
ther, which # 1n heaven u« perfet, 

Teſws Chriſt, As he which hath called 
you, #s haly, ſo be ye holy in all manner of 
Converſation. 

The Holy Ghoſt. T hey that are aftey the 
Spirit, do mind the things of the Spirn. And 
222in, As niany as are /ed by tie Spirit are 


* the Sons of God. 


Next to theſe, the Saints and Angels in 
Heaven, re cur lights of a ſecond magni- 


. tude; Thy wi'l be doxe on Earth,as it 15 done 


ii Heaven, © 
Ticſe are cur exa& and perfect Exem- 
plare, in which ihere is no defett cr 1mper- 


feflion, 


But all our Exrth/y Patterns ( be they 
never ſo exc2!!lent) have their crrox7rs and 
deficrexcies ; which may miſſead us, if we 
follow them without due limitation, And 
theref:re all theſe r#ferinny Patterns , are 
to be rednced to the Original Standard and 
Eo: > Oo Enxcemplar; 
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Exemplar ; and wherein they are found 
either erroneous or defetive, we are to 
corre and perfe& them by the Orzginal ;. 
we muſt by faith eye the Patterz in the 
Mount : we may imitate our terreſtrial Co- 
pies , but we muſt not terminate in them. 
The Saints are good Leaders, but not z»fal- 
lible uſeful Copres , but ſuch as have need 
to be correRted by the Or:gemal, | 

Our imitation of them therefore, muſt 
be bounded by Scripture-lImtation. 


2, Our Imitation of the Saints muſt be a Uni- 
exaft and uniform + though we are not to 7,0... | 
imitate the Saints in a/l their afions , Yet una "ſs 
we are toimitate them in all their Graces, ſapiens, 
and graciou converſation, What ſoever ©#terimul= | 
things are true, whatſ- ever things are juſt, on | 
What ſoever things are pure, whatſoever "x, * *N 
things are lovely , whatſoever things are of Phij, 4.8, 
good report , if there be any wirtue , if theyre 
be any praiſe in the Saints and Servants of 
God, theſe things we - muſt think of ; and 
in theſe things we muſt labour to be like unto 
them, We muſt take heed of Partialty, 
in Our following the Saints ; cf preferring 
one before axother, one Saint before ano- 
ther ; or one Grace in the Saints before 
another, unleſs it be ſuch Saints, and ſuch 

7” - Wa Graces, 
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x M te <3" ? 
. 
- rex. WE 
a "YE ' 
6 : \ 


I 1T/19.,5.21 


Abu i... ate 


OF» art LADS GE "Rs. A120 I TIT EPA 


(24) 


Graces, 25 Gol biv ſelf hath preferred by 


putting upon them more abundant honour, 
ſome ſpecial remark of excellency; we mult 
take heed of prckeyg and chuſing, taking 
what vye pleaſe, and rejecting what we 
lift , according to our own private fancies 
and intereſt : We muſt follow them in eve- 
7) path , and in every ſtep, whetein they 
have f.llowed the Captain cf their ſalvati- 
on : Whether in their dazug-work,, or in 
their ſaſſering-work,, St. Paul's charge to 
Timathy will not in this caſe be improper 
for us : I charge thee before God, ani the 
Lord feſus Chriſt, ani the e':& /nvels, that 
thou obſerve theſe things without pre'erring 
exe before another, doing nthing by Pa tia- 
lity. Tothisend, 

3. Our mation of the Saints muſt be a 
2izoronus and induſirions Imitation, Truly to 
follow the Saiats fly and exaitly, 1s not 
a buſineſs of an cafie and ordinary diſpatch, 
it will require a vigorous and incuſtricus 1n- 
tention and contention of our ſpirits, as 
a work that will take up all the faculties of 


\ our ſouls, and parts of our bodies : Our 


Tudgmerts to diſcern ( according to the 
word) whats to be choſen, and what to be 
eſchewed in the Patterns we propound tn 
our ſelves ; Our Zade: ſtantings, to Gjrevt 

F1.6 


(25) 


the beaul y and amiableneſs of the Graces 


and Holineſs that is in the Saints. . Our 
Alemories, to keep alwaies before our eyes 
theſe excellent Prefidents, /eſt at any tame 
we let thews ſlip ; we ſhall ſtand in need of 
ſuch Looking-glafſes continually, to ſee 
cur faces in; we ſhall want our Guides 
at every turning, to tell us the way, when 
we are turning to the r1ght hard, or to tbe 
lefr. 

. Our Wills and Afﬀeftion , to love our 
Guides, to take delight and compl:cency 
in beholding theſe beautiſull pieces ; 1f 
we ſee no beauty in the Sams, why we 
ſhould defire them, we ſhall never be zea- 
lous 1mitators of their Perſons. | 

Our Conſcierces: we ſtand in need of 
the impartial Teſtimony of an awakened 
conſcience, to accnſe or excuſe us according 
to our fidelity or xeg/ef} in this duty 
of ſo great concernment. Moreover 1t 
will coſt us much prayer, medita' 19n, often 
7efleffron upon our ſelves, watchfull obſer- 
vation, ſelf-demal, mortification, &c. Yea, 
much /abour and pains even > the out- 
ward man 224ch faſting, Iz w9.ng,wreſt ling, 
and watchfulneſs, to carry on this great 
important duty, cf im:tating the Saints. 

Surely a ſlothſul, l:zy profeflor, will never 

| make 
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make any earnings in ſo curious -and ly! 
boricus a work as.this is, = 7 
That's h ghly obſervable in the Text 
That ye be not ſlothful, but fo!lowers 0 
them who trough tz1th and patience, &c 
Sloth, and Imitation of the Saint are incor 
Rs - - ſ 
It is a mattet of great labour and. dill 
gence, t» be a follower of eAbrabamſo 
Jſaac, ard Facrb, and all the: reſt of thifo 
Heroes 314d Worthies of God, in their faith 
and patience, znd other Graces : Adeli 
cate ſhort ſpirited profeſiour will neve: 
carry on this ſpiritual and blefled trade te 
any puſpoſe; therefore ſayes the Apoſp 
ſle (here) We deſire that every cne offs 
you do they the ſame diligence, &c, Allie; 
the ſtrenoth and induttry you have: 
'will be little enorgh to lay outin this ar 
_- duous and excellent deſign. | 1 
Aſſure your ſelves, it will afford you noſſþee 
time for ſecurity, and the znau/grng of the 
eſh. £ 
. It coſt the Saints much holy content!- 
on, to write and leave theſe exceilent Co 
pres to the ſucceeding world ; and it will 
Coſt you noleſs induſtry to write exa&ly 
after them, You muſt not think to make 
to your ſelves a 7c/1gron of your own, Of 
| [0 
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) take up this imitation , and lay it down 
Fain when you pleaſe. Therefore, | 
4. Our Imitation of the Saints muſt be 
Wl conſtant ard perſevering Imitation; ſo in 
everſe before my text. 

We defire every one of you,uſe the ſame 
ligence to the end, 

Where ever you ceafe this Imitation, 
Fou diſclaim your Patterns ;- and expoſe 
Four ſelves to the fin and danger of eAps- 
ach. 
: Our Imitation of the. Saints muſt 
e a believing-Imitation. AS we muſt 1- 
itare their Faith, ſro we muſt have faith 
imitate them, Faith to realiz+ the pro— 
iſe, and faith to believe Gods Faithful- 
e's and All-ſufficiency to make good his 
romiſe; ſo did Abrahaw, Row, 4. 20. 

| Our Imitation of the Saints will meet 
uh mrch oppoſition, many diſconrage- 


mitation 
muſt be 
conſtant. 


nents from our fleſh, comradiftion from 


he world, and oppoſi:zon from the Dewil - 
e muſt have faith to overcome them all, 
Ir elſe we ſhall eafily give out, and fat 

own with ſhame and loſs, 
Sixthly and laſtly, Our Imitation of the 
daints, muſt be a pariert Imitation, . AS 
e muſt Jmitate the Saints in —_— 
0 


6.Patien* 


(28) 
ſo there is great zeed of Patience to perſe 
were 1nthis Imitation. | 

The Saints have in their ſeveral Ge 
 nerations met with much trouble, and per 
ſecution in following Chr:ſ#, and ſo ſhi 
you in following them, 

You have need therefore of Patience 
that when ye have done the vvill of Go 
you may receive the Promiſe. Here i 
the Faith and Patience of the Saints 
through which they inherit the Promiſe 
Patience to ſuff.r, and faith to congut 
their ſutferrings : Faith , to belr.ve th 
recom pence of Reward , and Patience tt 
watt 11ll jt come. 

Go ye, and do likewiſe. 


Thus much for the Do&rine ; I com 
now fo the Uſe, 


(39) 


Gel) Come now to the #ſe of the Point. . Uſe x. l 
And in the firſt place it may ſerve . 
half Way of Information, to ſh:w us, That 


eAll commendation of departed Saints 
x0: to be condemned, For ſurely | 
is not meerly pox their own ac- | 
wnt, that their Perſons are celebra- || 
d with ſuch remarks of honour , and | 
eir names pirpein ted to poſterity by a 
atefull Commemoration. if 1t were, 
ey are not to be envied their juſt Enco- | 
mms : Since God 1s pleaſed to ſet the | 
r:wn of Glory upon their Graces in Hea- 
tn, We have no Cauſe to think it too » 

a rov, al 
Mreat an honour to ſet the Crows of Praiſe ,j, 
pon their Graces here on Earth ; Yea, 
e have the Divine allowance for it, 
et their wirkes praiſe them in the 
ates, 
Put it 1s upor an higher account that 

nourable ,mention, and Commemorati- ©'”® 

ſ ES grounds 
Þn , is to be made of the Graces, and Ex- yon 
ellencies of the Saints, | which 

- commmen- | 
1, In as much as ſuch Ercommms dation of | 


\the Saints | 


ire rather. the Commenda't:s of the ;, 4 


Grace table; 


2Theſ.1.10 


2.Becauſe- 
by this 
means 0- 
thers are 
provoked 
to holi- 
neſs. 


2. Things 
have 
made 


[4  commen- 
[7 dation 


dange- 
rous. 


(30) 
the Saints themſelves, And by this mey 
Chriſt u glorified in his Saints, and ad 


red of all them which believe, And ther} 
| Fore not unto the Saints, not to the Sainif 


but to the God of the Saints is all the gl 
ry to be aſcribed. 

2, Becauſe this Commendation of t 
Saints is for the propagation of their pix 
ard hslineſs to them that do ſurvive , ( 
ſhall be born in after-2eneratons, that the 
may imherit the bentfit of ſuch excellt 
Pattern, to provoke them to an holy 1 
ft Aion, 

And therefore to bury the Saints gra: 
in the ſame grave of Oblivion with their! 
dies, is to obſcure the Starrs, and to 706 tl 
world of the light and influence of ſuc 
oforious Luminaries, which God hat 
fet upin the firmament of tae Church 


Grace of God in the Saints , then | 1c 


h 


Yea, to Eclipſe the Sun of RighteouſntM. 


Himſelf , by whoſe aſpect they ſhone 
bright to the world. | 

There be two wayes indeed, where) 
the uſe of the Commendation of tt 


Saints departed, hath become perniciot 


to the-world. 
1. Whileſt ſome greedy Preachers (f 


filthy lucre-ſake) have turned even mt 
vid 


© 74 i 


V:ce5 into vertues ; boldly making Sits 


here God hath wade youe, Whileſt not 
nly every Briſtol-ſtoze muſt paſs for a 
Djamnd , andevery Glow-worm be mag- 


Wified to a Star, 


But-even Drunkards, Adulterers, and 


Kwvearers, and the Covetous, (whom the 


ord abhorreth) cherr bodies muſt not be 


Wt ;:.to the prave, before th:ir ſouls have 


Je. 


#14! 


Wien ſeated upon Thrones in glory, 


How many thouſands , this kind of 


Ip #/p:r-flartery hath ruined , may (not un- 


haritably) be preſumed, Since by this 
neans the worſt of men fear not to live in 
e grofleſt fins whileſt they can purchaſe 


Mic Prieſts Abſolution at ſo chap arate 


I. When 
Vice paſ- 
ſeth for 

Vertue, 


h:n they come to diz, and their ſouls _ 


e ſent to Heaven by Letters of commen- 
lation from aercexary Clergie-man when 
hey are dead, | 


2, Another way whereby Commenda- 
ton of the dead hath proved ſo fatal to 
Door deceived ſculs , is, 

Whilelt Commending of the Saints hath 
upeſtitiouſly Commenced 110 ſacrilegions 


. Worſhiping of them ,- and Praying to 


ems : 
The epnheofis in Rem? Ethnic, and 
animzation of Saints 1n Rome Catheirque, 


ha h 


2, While _ 
commen- 
dation, 
hath ftols:- © 
len int9 
adoration ' |} 


, 


'l 


I} 
wonufeia, oyerlaviſh Commendation , which the 
' 


| HMaceo, v, Ignorance cf ſucceeeding generations, to 
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—— (32) 
«que ali. hath ſprung principally from thisFountaun; 
#nae eff while(t in both , the fond oppinton , and 


I A 7 * "EP. . G - 
—Y ng reſent generation gave to their , 7Yor« 
orat. thies and Be efaftors, have enſnared the 


Judge them not unworthy of Divine honon! 
and adoy -tion + while they thought that 
their tranſlation into thoſe Coe!eſtial habi. 
tations, Could not but improve their b+- 
mgnity and Power, for the help of pot 
mortals here below, even to 1-fimtade, 
who were of ſuch Heroick Influence, 
whileſt yet amongſt the Sans of men, 
Hence the O-iginal of worſhiping the 
dead, and praving to them, Save only, 
that the Pr77e, and An4-rce of the latter 
Poztificians, hath prevailed with them to 
Canonize for Sarxts,ſuch as they knew to be 
the worſt of men; and to cteue them little 
D- ties, who by the juſteſt- Character 
winch could be colle&ed out of their Do- 
firine and lies, are now among(t Repro- 
bate Spirits , ſuffering the-yengeance of E- 
t-raal firs, | | 
Surely, thus to comment the dead, is no-\ 
thing leſs thez to blaſpheme God, and to 
enrich the Devils Territories with Caſt- Fc 


aWwarnes. | 
FE The 


Ks (33) | 

The true end of celebrating the Graces 

bf the Saints 1s, co a 

1. That God may. have the Glory, 1s #qu- 
whileſt the Saints ſhew forth the praiſes, or Jigs te 
vertues of him who bath called them omtof © 
darkaeſs into his marvelow liht. 

2. That the world may have the bexefic 
and advantage of their worthy Patterns and 
Exemplars; at ſup. : 

Thanks be to God for ſuch excellent 
helps in our way to heaven, 

2, Uſe. It may ſerve to Reprove divers UſcRepr, 
ſorts of people. 

1. Such as account the Saints of God 1 Such as 
the moſt dangerous kzud of men un the world; NT __ 
not fit for humaxe ſociety. Surely there is ;1. _— 
not ſuch a reveled, perſecuted, defamed gene- of men. © 
ration again under heaven ; The very filth 1Cor.4.12 
and off-ſcouring of all things, the dregs, the . 13» 
ordes, the ſcraping of the ſhoes ; the *07f 
uper fluous froth and ſcum, that is good for Ja 17 x5g- 


nothing but to be caft;into the fire: Yea the uorarror! 


are holy, the worſe. The Saints are T*pi+yne 
Jook*t upon as the Troublers of 1ſracl, the 
eſts of the places where they live, the Mal.3-x9% 


BPcformities of humane ſociety, Surely, 7+. 3. x. 


heſe men are not of Gods mind , God & x, 16. 
xccounts them as his Jewels, the Starrs ij Ph-2:15- 
NS ri2ht hand, the Sons of Gid , che lights Alat. 5.14 
D . 


LY 


xaledpua- | 


| 


[| - -cque ali- hath ſprung principally from this Fountain; 


#nze ef while(t in both , the fond oppinton , and 
| woxuIe2z ogyerlaviſh Commendation , which the 
F plerags Co- © _ _. . . 
Fs, FA , Preſent generation gave to their , zyor- 
orat. thies and Be efaftors, have enſnared the 
Macro, v, Ignorance of ſucceeeding generations, ty 
Judge thegfnot unworthy of Divine honon- 
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& 


and ador top 5; While they thought that 
their tranſlation into thoſe Celeſtial habi. 
tations, Could not but improve their be- 
»rgnity and Power, for the help of pot 
mortals here below, even to T-fimtaatr, 
who were of ſuch Heroick Influence, 
whileſt yet amongſt the Sons of men, 
Hence the O-iginal of worſhiping the 
dead, and praving to them, Save only, 
that the Pre, and Ana-rce of the latter 
Pontificians, hath prevailed with them to 
Canonize for Sarnts,ſuch as they knew to be 
the worſt of men ; and to crene them little 
D-ities, who by the juſteſt- Character 
which could be colle&ed out of their Do- 


frine and lines, are now amongſt Repro- 
bate Spirits , ſuffering the vengeance of E- 
t:raal fire, | | | 

Surely, thus to comment the dead, 1s no- 
thing leſs ther to blaſpheme God, and to 
enrich the Dzvils Territories with Caſt- FF 
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The true end of celebrating the Graces 
of the Saints 1s, wes 
the 1, That God may. have the Glory, 1s #er- 
-ord whileſt the Saints ſhew forth the prasſes, or T5-  _ 
thell 2ertues of bim who bath called them ont of 77 
- toffl darkweſs into his marvelous light. 
08h 2. That the world may have the bexefic 
| 
| 


hath 4»d advantage of their worthy Patterns and 
1bi.f Exemplars; at ſup. ; 
ber Thanks be to God for ſuch excellent 
ory helps in our way to heaven. or 
de 2. Uſe. It may ſerve to Reprove divers Uſe Repr, | 
ce, forts of people. | 
en 1. Such as account the Saints of God 1 Such as 
theſſthe m29/# dangerous kzud of men inthe world; —— 
ly ,Þotfit for humane ſociety, Surely there is bo _ 
ter not ſuch a reveled, perſecuted, defarmtd gene- of men. 
- toffiration again under heaven ; The very fth 1Cor.4. 12 
> beſand of = ſcouring of all things, the dregs, the . 73+ 
tle R/ordes, the ſcraping of the ſhoes 5 the , out _— | 
ter [/»p:r fluors froth and ſenm, that is good for Jae xi | 
D- ſbothing bvt to be caft.into the fire: Yea the usrarror'. 
ro fmare holy, the worſe, The Saints are 7%9i4yns 
'E- Wook't upon as the Troublers of 1ſracl, the 

WPeſts of the places where they live, the ,,,. , 
10- PPecformities of humane ſociety, Surely, pop Te \ 
to {heſe men are not of Gods mind, God & 1,16. _ | 
;/t- pccounts them as his Jewels, the Starrs ij Ph#l-2:15- 
Wis rizhe hand, the Sow? of Gid , the Sights 995514 
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2 Such as 
1mitate 


the worſt, 


[ Job.7.48. 


- and ſfrider then-their neighbours ; though 


(34) "0 
tle world, to give light to a dark world: 
Patierus and Exemplars, Worthy to be 
held forth to the obſervation and zmitation, 
of the Sons of men ; (as here) 

Ina word men think the Saints not wor- 
thy of the world, when in the mean time, 
Gods thinks the world not worthy of 
them, | | 

Oh how hath the God of the world 
blinded the eyes of them that believe not! 

2. It may ſerve to reprove ſuch as do 
not care whom they follow, or what Pat- 
terns in the- world they do imitate ; none 
ſo wile, ſodebaucht, ſo prephane, ſo grea 
a derider and perſecutor of holineſs, butiz 
©00d enough to make- a Copy for them to 
write after; men doas they-ſee the maja 
part of men do, they follow the mults 
tude, as thinking it not good to be /ingnlar, 


——_— 


that be a rule upon which God hath ſet : 
ſpecial brand of infamy. Fellow mot 4 
multitude to do em1l, | 

_ Eſpecially the great and /earned men 0, 
the world ; men are prone to look upon 
them as infallible Guides, and do greedil) 
follow their conduct. Heve any of ht 
Rulers believed on biy 2 Great men have 
followers of their vices, as well as of thei! 
Perſons, ah: Tas. 
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Alas, we ſhould take our Patterns from 
Heaven ; Thy will be done en Earth asit 
#& in Heavin; and the greateft of men do 
not care out of what filthy-dzrgþ, or from -Spiritus 
what durghill , they take up their exam- #1 in- | 
ples ; even from HeL1tſelf people are not Snceiocl 
afratd to fetch their Patterns ; as proud .;gor; 
as the Dewil, as malicious as the Dez, as wirtute de-. 
b'aſphemans as the damned Reprobates #ituti Te, 
themſelves , as hating of God and goods _ "_ 
neſs as the Angels that kept not their firlt ,,;,,,; © 
eſtate, as greedy and induſtrious to drag o- ſus nil de- 
thers with them into perdition 1 This is a deſinam. 


lamentation and ſhall be for a lamentati- po 
þ Fy 
ON, Min. Fel, - 


3. It may reprove ſuch, as (it may be) 2. Them 


will imitate the Saints, but not in their that. imi- 
Sarftity, but .in their ſins : Lot in his y- fate the « 
ceſt, Noah in his Drazkexneſſe, and Da- volt BY | 
vid in his Adultery, and. Peter in his de- org, | 
nying his Maſter, &c, And when they es 
have done, can quete ſuch in#Fauces 

for their Authority! Oh the wonderful per- 

verſneſs that is 1n cur Apoſtate natures,that 

men ſhould imitate the Saints only in 

their deformities). Imitate Saints only, in 

that wherein they are not Saints! Is there 

any ſuck thing 10 nature ! 


D 2 Arg 
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Are there any amongſt men that deſire to 
be like others in their natural defeats and 
deformities , be they perſons never ſo 
great ? Do you obſerve any that take de- 
light toimitate men under d:ſt-a&troy, or 
mad mn? Didit ever eaſe any that lay 
fick of the Gout, Stowe, Strangurie, 
Dropfe, Fiver, &c. to tell them that 
many Noble, Rich, learned Perſons have 
been tormented with the like pains ? 

Surely, you will ſay, no Wonder 1f not, 
ſince theſe are the blemiſhes , rfelicinies 
and deſtrattioz of the humane nature. 

And are not mers luſts and corruption; 
ſo too ? Even of the Saints themſelves, 
ſave only by interpoſition of divine grace, 
healing and reſtoring them ! Yea, and of 
ſo much worſe xature and eff:& , then ei- 
ther rtelleftiya! or bodily diftempers, by 
how muich'the ſox: 1s better then the body, 
and Hil! worſe then' D:ath ; God himſelf 
teRifying it from Heaven : And the Saints 
themſelves , after they have recovered the 
lapſes, having confeſt it before all the 
world, with greateft ſelf-abhorrency and 
abaſement, So fooliſh was I, and ignorant, 
and like a beaſt before thee, cries David 
when he came out of the Santtuary ; heis 
ſo incenſt againſt his fin that he cannct 


- find 


(37) 
find a term yile ehough to reproach himſelf 

_ withall IT 

ſo And yet is ## the ox!y 1wmtable thing 

C- men can diſcover in the Saints ? How long prov. 1.22 

or | ye ſimple ones will ye /ove ſimplicity, and 

ay i Scorners de light inſcorung, and fools hate 

£ knowledge. 


at Lord, who hath believed thy report ? or 

ve MW towhomis the Arm of the Lord reveal- 
ed? | 

ot, 4. Reproof. 


pes But there is yet another ſort of people, thai nat, a 


juflly merit the /afh of reproof ; and they j,,, the 
"n are ſuch who though they dare not be ſo beſt but 
Si -adas to imitate the Saints in their 5, 1n the 
ef yet love not to be ſo good , as to imitate Þ*ſt- 
of W the Saints in their ſfrittxeſs, and holy ſe- 
el vrity in Religion, They tbink it enough 
by to follov them in their morality , and Ct- 
”W 2! deportment , to be juſt and true in their 
elf dealings , to be charitable to the poor, and 
n'sY to keep their Church (as they call it ;) 
ei But their ho/neſs , their zeal , mortifica- 
hel tr» and cloſe walking With God ; to be al- 
nd wayes abounding in the work of the Lord : 
nl Here they leave them ,-as deeming rbeſe, 
1d © nothing elſe bat the #»ncceſſ ar y ſtrains of 
ll 4 frauleſs preciſencſſe, and that winch may 
uct expoſe them to the ſcandal and diſguſt of 
the world, _ SS On 
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| Oh the blindneſs and folly of the wiſdom? 


of th: fleſh! That wherein the Saints are 


oſt like God , therein, only the unrege- 


nerare world careth leſt to be he unto 
' thera) | 

That which &od acccunteth his Glory , 
(for that is his Name, Glorwms 1n holineſs, 
* and (therefore) ſearful in praiſes) the 
reprobate world account their abaſement. 


Oh ye Sons of men , how long will ye | 


turn Gods elory into ſhame? how long will 
ye love vanity and ſeek after leafing ? 
Surely, carual men are Gods Antipoats, 
they ſtand upon their heads, and ſhake 
their heeles againſt Heaven | They glory 
in their ſha: , and ate aſhamed of their 
glory ; they v:/rfie what they ſhould ad- 
mire, and admire what they ſhould w:lrfie; 
they zmitate nhom, and what they ſhould 
abhor, and «bhor what they ſhould imutate ! 
Ah how have the Sons of men loſt not their 
conſcience only, but their judgement ! Holy 
have they diveſted themſelves not of Rel1- 
gion only, but of Reaſon ; and putooff the 
7A1anzas well as the Saizt! This 1s a lamene 
tation , and ſhall be for a lamentation! [ 
come now to 2 more patticular Applicati- 


on of this Dcarine, to our ſel: es of this fl. 


m1 , together with other Relations and 
| | Friends, 


D ,6« Ce WW, 


(39). | 


Friends, mare eſpecially concerned in our 


ſorrows. mY 
Suffer I beſeech you, a\word of E xborta- 
tos : | 
My dearly Beloved., God hath made a 


fore breach upon us ; He hath ſmaittes ws, 


Vſe Exhor, 


and made ws ſich is Jmuting u, The Crown 


is fallen from our Head ; The Ornament of 


cur Family is taken away : A Wife, 4 a- 


thr, a Friend, a Guide, the delight of aur 
ezes 15 gore , the bleſſing. of all her Relati- 
ors at home and Acquaintance abroad! Wo 
unto us, for we have {mned ! 

And now dear Friends, what (ha/l we 
do) Shall we grve up our ſelves to ſorrow? 
{hall we lie down and roar as men and woe 
men that have no hope ? | 

This were to wrong our ſelves, Or 
ſhall we make it our work to forget Her, to 
caſt her out of our thoughts 2 and to- bury 
her memory with her Aſhes ? 

This were to wrong Her, who has Qe- 
ſerved better at our hands, 

Shall we then ſpend our thoughts and en- 
quires where and how we may recrnit-onr 
ſelves with new Relations? and to makeup 
our Lots with other Comforts ? or let out 


.our hearts more greedily to them we have | 


yet remaining 2 
This 
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This were infinitely to wrovg God, and 
to pervert the deſignes and purpoſes of his 
orace.in this ſevere diſpenſation, Or ſhall 
we; laftly, ſatisfie cur ſelves with a few cold 
fruitleſs Commendations . of the things 
which were excellent and praiſe-worthy.in 
Her? Y- | 

\ This were but to mock our ſelves, and 
. Her, and God alſo. 

Behold, therefore I will yet ſhevv you ll t 
a more excellent way, andit is thatin myſt 
Text, Bee followers of her ;, fudy to 1- 
mitate ſo excellent a Pattern, as ſhe hath 
left us, for me thinks I hear her crying 
to'us out of her grawe, or rather from Hi a- 
ven, (where her triumphant ſoul is placed 
amoneſt the ſpirits of juft men mace per-ſ 
fe&) as ſometimes Her Lord, and oars, 
beſpake his Diſciples. Joh. 13. 15. 1 haw 

given you an example that you ſhould as 4 
1 have doxe, 

Now therefore, that I nay not beat the 
aire, nor ſpend time unprofitably (only) in 
Generals ; I ſhall propoſe Her to yout 
view, in a twofold Capacity : But with 
this preface , That here it muſt not be ex- 
peed from me, that I ſhould either «gro- 
claim her extra7ion, which was genera 

\ -@r deſcribe the lovelineſs cf her perſon, 
| - | though 
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| (41) | 
though I mayſay with modeſty , Her ſoul 
did bene habitare , *twas lodoed in a beau- 
1 tiful habrratron ; her b:dy which was an 
d fx elegant piece of natures artifice, did give 
5 | (as well as receive) a grace to what ever the 
n did or ſ pake. | . 
| 1. In her Relatiozal Capacity, 
d 2, In her Perſonal Capacity. 

In both which, you will find her wor- 
u © thy of your moſt exact and vigorous imita- 
y I tion. Takeher 
i-M 7. In her Relational Capacity, and there 
th look upon her, firſt :s a Child, and 
wil 4 moſt die ifull and obedient Child 


Her Rela- 
tionalCa- 
pacity. 


1. As a 


Child. 


a- ſhe was, not only where the Relation . 


ed BY was zatural ,, but even where it was but 


r- | Legal and eAdoptitions, She never d:ſc- 
rs, beped or neg/effed the Commands of her 
a | Parents z» the /raſt, vyhile the was under 
4 || the charge of their education, 
She was cf a moſt reachable and trafta- 
he #e ſpirit ; there was nothing of a perverſe 
in or peeviſh diſpoſition in her ; her Will vvas 
ut bound up in the 377! of her Parents, and 
ith} Governours ſhe had no will of her own. 
= She was a moſt exact obſerver of the 
fifth Commandment, i hon:ring her F a- 
the» and Mother , in Word, Geſture and 
tions, there was never heard an unbe- 
| | coming 
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comin2 vvord fall from her lips towards 
them, nor undecent carriage obſerved, nor 
any thing that might be interpreted as the 
leaſt defe& of that honour which was due 
unto them by the Law of God and Na- |j/ 
ture, | 4 
But her whole deportment, was fraught Na! 
- with as much ſweet, reverential,pleafing ſub- £ ti 
jection to th m, 8s their | hearts could de- p 
| [W fire. | | 
Wo You that are Ch:1drex, or under the j»/? Þ b 
oH1:gation of Children, ſee you be follow- 
ers of Her inthis Child: bike wertue : Keep 3 
this excellent Pattern of f;/ial obedience al-Bg 
wayes before ycur eyes as a ſingular exem- 
[| plification of the fifth Commandment, tl 
li Eph.6.1.2 expounded by the Apoſtle, Children obey NC 
'3* your Parents inthe Lord, for thus '« right, Nh * 
Or if this Inſtance of obedience ſeems I © 
too inferiour, take that Inſtance of an h:gh- 
er authority. That of the San of Gadd 
lIucarnate, of whom it is ſaid, He went 
down with his Parents, and came to Naza- 
reth, and was ſubjet tothens. ſt 
2. Take her in the Congugal Relation, N | 
and there you may behold Her a moſt | A 
| | Chaſt, Loyal, Living,Tender,and (according I 1! 
6 to_her audibly avowed engagement at her 
E-- Marriage in the publick Afſembly ) «4» 
= | obedrent 


(433) 
ob:dient Wife , as two loving - Husbands, 
xr | have ſucceſſively experienced and teftifi- 
ed. | RE _ 
\@ She Qudied ro p/eaſe and 16t to be pleaſed; prov.s.ro - 
1- | ſweet as the [oving Hivde, and as the pleaſant 
Ree, She never 4ifſ #ted from them , but | 
it Bas the word aid vvarrant her drſſeyr; and | 
>= then , (if poiſibly ſuck a zen there vvas,) | 
e. (propoſing, rather then oppoſing ; perſmadi»g | 
by Scriprure-rule, rather then comtradiftiuz | 
I by ſelf-vviil. 
i- | Above all, ſhe yvas tenderly affeted to, - 
p © and covetuouſly defirous of the Spiritual 
1- © 209d of her Conjugal Relations, | x5 
n- | A trac help ſhe vvas, a Soul-Help unto Gen.2.18. ' 
r, {them , anſwering fully to the Law of her oY 
cy Þ| Creation , themſelves have ſucceſſively 
t» | acknowledged , they have had cauſe to 
ns | bleſs God for her, with the excellent 
hb. Woman in the Proverbs, ch, 31. 12, She 
a4 || did them good, and not evill all her 
t © dates, | | 
PR You that are z77es, be ye followers of 
ſuch a Pattern ; ſhewas ſubjef? to per oWn 
», || Husband, as the Church is ſubjett toChriſt, 
& | As ſhe did innate the Charch ſo do ye 
10 | (mitare her. | T2 
Fives be you obedient in all things ; to 
your own Husbands m all things ſave where» 
| WM 
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(44) 
in your obedience to them, may poſſibly 
be diſobedirnce to God ; and therein, no 
oppoſing; your wills , ſo much te theirs 
Gods, That's not Rebe/lion againſt Ruler, 
and Saperiours, vwherein not the will { 
much of the 1yferiour, gives fin a Neg ativ 
vote as the Conſcience, and Conſcierc: 
rightly informed by the word of God. 

Yoke-fellows, Love ye one another ſoul:, 
Love one another ro heaven, Let not the 
fleſh co away with all your te , and 
ftrength and affefions ; nor the eld:r ſerv 
the younger, ' Live togeth:r as heirs of the 
grace of life , that your pray.rs be ut 

I | hindred. 

li 3.A Go- #3. Look upon her as a Mftris in het 

| vernels, Family, She was an excellent Governeſs, 

her government was o' a Scripture conti- 
fution, +.It was made up of ſweetneſs andſ © 
gravity ; ſweetneſs without /evity of remiſ-ſ » 
neſs; gravitf without b:tterneſs and ſeve- 
nity, / | 

There was no ſeverity in her diſcipline, | C 
fave whatwas in the Parters ſhe propoſed I !! 

to them, her own Converſation : Indeed ſhe I * 

was ſeverely good ; her government was iff © 

made up of 1ztreaties, rather then Com- if ® 
wards or Repro'f:, She knew not how to 

de 5rgr7, unleſs it were againſt i»; and e: 

| | yen 


(45) 


blyflven that ſhe expreſt rather in grief, then 


not 
} 0 


leri 
<6 
t12t 
nc? 


uls 


the 


and 


in paſſion, 

Her great Care was, that her family 
might know God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whons to 
know his life eternal, 

She was of a Joſhnah-like reſolution. 
As for me ard my houſe, we will ſerve the 


Lord. 


She thought it not enough to go to hea- 
vey alone, but laboured tocirry as many 
as ſhe could with her , eſpecially them of 
her own Famuly. | 

To that end ſhe was very exact and con- 
ſantin Family-duties, (ſc.) Reading the 
Scripture, Prayer, Catechiſing, as deeply 


ſenſible how gainfull God had made that 


Domeſtick duty to her own' ſoul in the Fa- 
mily of her education : TI ſay, being conſc:- 


Fob. I'7. Js 


Foſ.24.13 


Her eX- 
actnels in 
family- 
duties. 


ay what good ſhe had got by being dilt- _ 


cently inſtructed in the principles of Re- 
ligion , ſhe was conſcientions in the dilſ- 
charge of that duty towards thoſe whem 
God had committed to her truſt , not on- 
lyina way of exerciſing their zz2mor:es 1n 
a bare verbal repetition of words, but ( ac- 
cording to her faculty , which verily was 
not ordinary in her ſex) in away cf help. 
ing them to underſtand the ſexce and 
manng; and by impreſſing upon conſcr- 

ence 


| © 7040) 

"ence what was imprinted in their mem 
ries, | 

In the abſence of her d2ar Husband 

ſhe conſtantly performed the dut y of pray- 

er 11 her own perſon , ſave only when ſhe 
could call in the affiltance of .her own piauſ 
Paſtoar, or other faithful Miniſters whom . 
the preſent Providence had caſt into he 

_ neighbourhood, all whichther, Chriſtian ob- 
liging converſe had ſo marvellouſly en- 
deared, that the had as many Ghaplajn, 
as if ſhe had bin one of the greateſt Ladig 
1nithe Land. | | 

A true Goſpel- Sabbatarian ſhe was; ani 

thought-it no Tada:ſm to keep the Chii- 
fitan Sabbath as an boly Reſt, rather en- 
vying her body, that it ſhould have fix 
dayes: to her (ut one , then ſacrilegiouſly 

 Filchins out of that precious oe , any 
parcells of time for the uſes and purpo- 
ſes of the fleſh; truth is, ſh2 counted &- 
very moment of - Sabb:th-time, too good for 
any time but Sabbath-work._,, unleſs it were 
vvhere divine indulgence had made a/low- 
auce for wvorks of Mercy and Neceſſity! 
In reference to both vyhich' (notvvith; 

_ Randing) ſhe vvellknevy howto ſpiritaa- 
lizz even them alſo into Sabbath-exerciſes, 
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Further then theſe ro, ſhe durft not ex-" 
:@ any of herſervants labour :- As knovv= 


n2; 
I 


. That the Sabbath vvas the /ervants 
woiledge, as vvell as her ovvn. Thou and 
by ſervant, &c. 

- 2, That her Servants ſouls were as pre- 
145 to God, as her owa, and coſt Jeſu 


WChriſt as much blood toredeem, | 


Therefore ſhe vvas careful that every - 
ne in her Family, ſhould not onlyattend_ 
he publick, Ordinances; butthat they ſhauld 
mprove the whole overplas of Sabbath 
ime, in the holy exerciſes of Religion. 
\nd as God had given her an excellent 
xculty in taking Sermons, ſo the made 
ther vyork conſtantly to repeat both the 
ormer and latter Sermon to her Family , 
vhich ſhe did vvith ſuch a judicious accu- 
ateneſs,that the hearer could hardly miſs in 
he repetition, vvhat he had heard from the 
ulpit, atleaſt not any head or material en- 
argment of the Sermon, Y 
The other void ſpaces of the day ſhe com- 
ended toher Family as Gogs:and their ows 
me, for divine uſes, calling upon them,, 


* 
. 


0 redeem it Accordingly, 


li 4- As 2... 
If} Friend. 
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\ You that are Governours of Families, 
imitate this bleſſed Saint herein alſo, The 
Sabbath is exceedingly fallen amongſt us, 
not in our P#b/ike A ſSemblies & ſtreets only, 
but even vvitfiin our private vvalls ; The 
ſpirit of Ignatius dyed with him. Eox- 
relira Tis Ginixees Thmkupraxny. Lt 
every one that loves the Lord, ſanfy the 
Lords-day, {pnat. ep ad Magn, Hovy att 
thou fallen, Thou 4ſorning-Starr > Thou 
Quzen ofdays;thou go/den ſpor ofthe week! 
Thou 1p of Heaven ! Thou 6:7th-day d 
1mmortality ! Hovy art thou fallen ! 

You that love the Lord Jeſw, and his 

Reſurrefiion, I charge you by all that 7:ghi 
and zntereſt you claim in either, help to 
life up the head of this gforious day of Je- 
hovah ; for the love of God do not put #- 
vvay the Pillovy from under the head of 
this dying ay, as you vvould not be found 
Suilty of the blood of Chriſt and of his 
Reſurre&ion ; Chriſtians, Rtirr. up Fout 
ſeives for the recovery of the /ife and h1- 
our of this Holy-aay. | 

\*4. As a Friend and Neighboar : SheWYſ 
vvas of a moſt ſweet and obliging, converſe... 
As many loved her as knew hir.; as ambi- 
tous ſhe vyas to'do good offices to,the popr-. 


£ 1 pts” 0 
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ef, #8 others are to thoſe that can requite 


But that vvhich vvas eminent in h 


8, ment of it ;z1he was not one of thoſe pro- 
>} feſlors, that with the ho/y, could ſhew 
'M her ſelf holy ; and with the prophanc, 


FI could ſhew her ſelf prophane ; that could. 


* talk religionſly in one company , and 
vainely and frothily with others: She was 
tl not one of them that could ſhape them- 


ſent Company ; but ſhe was graciow and 
uniforms 1n every Company , which pro 
vidence caſt her upon , ſpending the time 
n Chriſtian and profitable Communica- 
ion ; alwayes either dong good or recerv- 
9 800d, (as opportunity ſerved,) But if 
he Company were ſuch as admitted nei- 
her ; her /;/ence ſhould argue her difſent, 
ind her withdrawment (as far as might. 
onfiſt with civility } ſhould at once eaſe 
hem and her ſelf of a burdey.  - 

Chriſtians, Oh: that every one would 
erein become her fo//owers: Oh whata 
Wea! of pretious time. is waſted in idle 
ſk, and fooliſh jeſtings, which are not 
Fonvenient ! how many precious hours are 
ent in vain and unprofitable comple» 
ents? Yeain carnal mirth, foohſh talk- 
gand jeſting ; which might be _— 
E -..- 
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conveſſe ,  vvas her profitable mwnprove-. 


oY ſelves into any form and garb of the pre- 
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ed to ſpiritual, ſoul-edifying: conferences; 
as if Chriſtians had forgotten there were 
ſuch a word in the Bible , : Let: your 
ſpeech be alwayes with grice, ſeaſoned with 
ſalt, 'Coi, 4.6. or thatother , Redcem 
the time, for tie dayes areevil , Eph.5.1; 
15, 16. The Lord make you wiſe to ſalva- 
£101, | 

I micht eaſily enlarge in theſe her Ke- 
latrve excellencies, but I muſt haſten, 

; In the ſecond place take aview of her 
in her Perſonal Capacity, And there 
we {ſhizl! find theſe fix Graces, wh:ch were 
eminently in her, to the obſervation of all 
that knew her, ſo. 

Hotneſs, eMeckmeſe, Lowe , Sympe 


I few. 


thy with the afflicted people of God, Faith y 
Panerce, 11 

I, Her Holweſs, ſhe was a Chriſtian fe 
of a moſt unſtained Holineſs , ſhe wor] Si 
the garment of her Chriſtian profefiiaif pr 
without any 22/ib/e ſpot, The comma w 
Holineſs of the world would not ſerve bl il 
turn. Modeſty, Civility, Moral-righff as 


reonſneſs, an Tnoff enſue Converſation, Well jr; 
go far amorevit:h2 common ſort of pili Fe 
feflors, and 1 with many that would paiſftoy 
for Saints did not fall ſhort of theld}Ch 
Though it is a very ſad thing , to fall ed ; 


WE. - . 10h ; 
I of them: that fall ſhort of Heaven, unleſs * 
= I jour Reghteouſneſs exceed this Richieonſe 154.54 56 
r i »/s, you canzot enter, fc, Blefled be 2 
hb | God, the Righteouſneſs of this precious 

» M ſervant of Chriſt was of another ake, a 
> | purity ſhe contended after of a peculiar 
ir MW ffrain; xealom of good works ; an Holi- 


neſs that containeth all thoſe excel/ercres : 2 ; 
«- Wl which God ſets any ſtore by; an Holineſs ; 
converſant about the whdle wil! of God, 
et W proving what 35 that good, and acceptable, ,, 


tl 4nd perfef] will of God, 

MM She made Religion her buſineſs, Her 

al one onely zeceſſa»y thing : She purſuedan , 
Holineſs that comes up to 11s Pattern, the | 

04 Pattern in the Mount ; As he that called _ 

thi you is Holy , ſo be you Holy 1n all man- ad _ : 
ner of conver ſation, and again, Be ye per- x1... 6, | 

an feff as your Heavenly Father # perfect, 

ory She was in all things as becometh women 

Hon prefeſſing the Goſpel, adorned with good rTim.2:10 

mol works. And to thisend with the Holy Apo- 

; nll file, She forgot the things that were behind, 

gh and preſſed toward the ' Hark ,, for the 

hel prize of the High-calling of Cod in Chriſt 

pro 7eſwes. Let the ſame mind be in you (my be= 

loved) that was in this handmaid of Jeſus 

WM Chriſt; and do ye follow her, as ſh: follows 

i'd the /:fſed Apoſtle. 
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Num, 12. 
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{if y © 1-Pet.Z. As 


Talitey prg- 
menutat x 
Deum ha- 
 bebitis A- 
matorem. 
.Tert. de 
cul, fem. 


face. Oh how aimable did the 6rxamen 


-:She was arich Cabinet of heavenlyJew- 


| CS) 

A Second grace wherein ſhe did ex- 
cell, (and indeed excell} was the grace 
of Meekneſs ; ſhe was of a Ioſe,-like 
ſpirit, week to a Nont-ſuch, 

She was rarely. angry, never 1n her 
own Cauſe, and when in Gods, ſhe expreſt 
it in grief, rather then in paſſio», fin 
could provoke her zeal, but not tranſport 
her into any undecent exce/s, In herown 
concerns ſhe had that abſolute domi- 
nion over her own ſpirit , that as 
ſhe knew not how to grve offence, (0 
ſhe could not eafily take axy ; or if any 
at any .time were worth taking , 1t was 
ſooner forgot then ackxowledged.; ſhe 
was of ſo ſerene a temper, that an avgry 
word was hardly ever heard from her 
lips ;, or an angry look, ever ſeen in her 


of a meek aud quiet ſpirit render her 1 
the eyes of Grd and Mas! 


els, but ſhe knew it not; She' was 
as mean eſteem in her own eze', as ſhe wi 


honourable in the eyes of all behol'F i! 


ders. at to 


' You that are of her Sex and Relation,Ol 
that ycu would firive to 7m1tate her in th th 


grace alſo ; beautified with this ComJſ G 
| plexim 
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plexion; God, and Angels, and 'men can- 
not chuſe but be in love with you". 


3+ The Grace of Love was tranſcen- 


dently in her. 

1, Her Low to God; ſhe loved him 
exceedingly whom ſhe couldnot love ex- 
cſſrvely, 


"6 Her Love to Jeſus Chriſt, who had lov- 


ed her ſo paſſio:atel ythat he dared for love of 
her, and waſhe 4 her from her fins in 1s own 
bloz4, But becauſe he loves Chriſt too- 
little , that loveth him for any thing but 
for bimſe 'f 5 This precious Chriftian lov- 
ed Him not only for what he did, but for 

what he was ; His Perſon as well as his 
Portion: Sheloved him for his Lovelineſs, 
as well-as for his Love, ſhz looked upon 
Chriſt with the Spouſes eyes, fairer then 
the Children of men, &c, The m_y_ of 
ten T hauſand , The only prec ous one of her | 
Soul. 

Her love to Chriſ# had nb 
conſumed her love to the 7or/d : She was 
in a great degree ( with the Holygapo- 
le ) Crncified to the world, and the arld 
to her. 

| God had given a com Qetent portion of 
the world to her , but ſh2 ( bletſed be 
Gr 4) made it not her portion, She gavz 

B43 "bur 
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(54) 
but very little of her Love to the vyorld; 
out poſſeſt the vvorld as if ſhe poſſe/? rt rat ; 
In this only ſhe vvas (holly) prod , that 
- ſhe thought her love too good for thewor/d, 
Her love to Chriſt -had vvonderfully vya- 
a and vyeakned Self-lovt, Self vvas 
very {mall concern to her. None had 
leſs intereſt- in . her ſelf , then her 
ſelf. 
2.: Her Love to the Pablick 4 ſcemblies, 
- and Paublich Ordinances ; Her word was 
that of Holy Dawid , Lord I have loved 


9, the habitation of thy "Houſe, and the place 


where thize honour dwelleth. 

4. Love to the Saints : All her delight 
ws inthem that excel in vertue. A wile 
. perſon was contemned 1n her eyes,but ſhe he- 
' nonred them that fear the Lord, She choſe 

not her Company by. their greatzeſs, but 
by their goodneſs ; a poor Saint was a more 
welcome gueſt to her, then a proud ſmuntr; 
ſhe loved Saints for their Santi) ; the 

more ho/y, th2 more her heart was knit 
unto them, 

Fo Her love 79 rhe fauhful Miniſters 
of the Coſze! was very eminent, the very 
fert of them that bri 291g good tdings, that 
puvliſh prac? . that bring 8 good dings of 
good, that pub, 1 [e aloution, w were ver y beat 
- b8 


; 
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tiful in hey eyes; their Perſons and Con- 
verſe Was honourable to her above many, 
A fourth eminent, was Sympathy with 
the affli:d Churches and ſervants of 
Teſus Chriſt. In all their affligions ſhe 
was aſfflited ; her bowels were troubled 
for them: Yea, ſhe was in pain, like a 
woman 1n travel ; who was weak, and ſhe 
was not weak 2 who was aftiiced, and ſhe 
burnt not ? ſhe was read in that Chapter ; 
of Remembrance ( as one calls it) Heb, Wy 
I3. 3, She remembred them ihat are1n | 
bonds, as bound with them ; and them 
who ſuffer adyerſity, as her ſelf alſo inthe 
made body. 2 
Surely this fe/low-feel;ng with the affit- 
Red people of God;was not more her duty 
then her CharaFer , ſh: was a Chriſtian m adC 
up of bowels. : | 
It is yerily thought, the Churches ſich- 
e's, was þ:r death, Queen Mary (aid 
(upon her death-bed). that if they open- 
ed her, when ſhewas dead, they would 
find Calars written pon ber leart, If 


RJ 


this precious Creature had, been opened 
when ſh2- was dead, you might have 
found $70z written upon her heart, --$9 
true a Mourner ſhe was1n Sr, and for 
| Sin, 


£4: 
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(56) 
S;o0s, that ſhe even mourned her ſelf to 
death. 

Oh imitate her in this grace, all ye that 
love the Lord Jeſus, Behold ſhe whom 
your Lord loweth is ſick, fick not of 
Love only but of perſecution, There 15 
not that part of the true Church of Chriſt 
under heaven , upon which the hoxr of 
temptation 1s notin an eminent manner, 
The /inners in Sion abound every where ; 
pray ye that the number. of the mourners 
1s $101 may abound more and more, And 


ye that are the Lords Remimbrancers , 


behold you have your Commitſion, keep 
ot filence and give him 20 reſt till he eſta- 
bliſh, and till he m ke Jeruſalem a praiſe 


_ 7n. the Earth : How willing is God to be 


overcome, that bids his people wreftle ? 


"How deſirous is God to grant, that com- 


mands his ſupplicants to take no denyal at 
his hands,nor ſuffer him as it were to live 
a quiet day in Heaven , till he gives Reff 
to: his Charch up2s Earth ) Improve 


your Commiſſion, O ye Saints of God, 


Cry a loud, ſpare not, beg of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that King of Saints, 'hat he would bow the 
heavens, and come down,or ever his Sp uſt 
die , that he would take her up in his 


Arms, wipe oft duſt from her face, 


tears 


Jo 


= "FF2 
tears from her eyes, and blood from her 
wounds, 


Oh forget not Jeruſalem leſt your Right- 


hand forget her cunning, plead hard for 

her, leſt your tongue cleave to the roof 

of your mouth : Oh prefer Jeraſalem 4- 
byve your chief joy, 

5. She was a woman of great Faith, 

, the life ſhelived in the fleſh was a /ife of 

; Faith: In her »zatural life, in all the pub- 

5 Wick calamuties of the times , aud private 

| afflitrons upon her own perſon , as ſhe 

» was a woman of much ſorrow ; God ha- 

p Mving exerciſed her with ſharp trials 

- Wand afflictions in the married eſtate ; 

e MFrequent Abzrtions, loſs of Children , 


e {and (that which mult needs follow) a fee- 
? 


? Wble diſtempered body, 8c. 1 ſayin all 
- Wtheſe ſhe lived by faith, and was more 
t W then Conquereſs through- him that loved 
7e MWher : All her afflitions were but tie 
ſt I 4s and triumph of her Faith. 

7e Faith it was that which kept her Veſ- 
d, ſel lo teddy in the midſt of all the Waves 
, £and Billows which fell upon her in her 
he W paſſage , that in them all ſhe was obſer- 
'ſe © ved by all the Randers by, to be of an 
1s YN een tranquil ſpirit, not traxſported with 
Joy in her Letter riones, nor dejefied with 
ſorrow 


tri-- 
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ſorrow in. her 'worſe, but (that which £- 
was ſaid to be Queen E/izaberths Motto, was) 
really her temper and felicity , - Semper Þ/ 
Eadew, ſhe was fill the ſame. d 
| In her ſpiritual 1:fe , ſhe lived much BY 


_ by. Faith ; when ſhe could not ſee, the Wt 


did believe , and when in d:rkneſs, and 
had no light, ſhe could truſt in the nam 
of the Lord, aud ſtay p01 her God, hi 
- Birtin this did the excellency cf her 
Faith confift, ſhe durſt not beizewe with-Me 
out a promiſe , vor the projmiſe without the Ys 1 
qual: fication, in ſome good degree, Paith 
without a promiſe ſhe believed was notſ#l! 
Faith, but Fancy; not believing, but pre-MW3 
ſeming : This ſhe believed , and there-M'<a 
fore never durſt belreve further then ſheſ}Co 
had a word for it: Hence ſhe made ther 
promiſes her dayly ſtudy. WT 
+ Hear this all you that take up your ſal.$j*l: 
vation por truſt, and ſwim down theſſPut 
tream of ſecurity , not working out yourF'- 
ſaivation with fear and trembling ; butuc 
think it enough to hope well, ind to beltear lion 
you do helieve.,-&c. and what will ye dv Phy 
in the la'ter end > When your Faith will; 
prove but fazcy, and your hops but as tneſ}/** 
Spiaers Webb, wroughtort of your onnſe® ! 


| bowels, and blown away with the lealigſ#”2 7 
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(59) 
of temptation ?' Take heed, deceive not 
5 your ſeives with ſhadows inftead of ſub- 
4 (/farces: what good will 1tdoyou to go 
down to the Grave with a lie 1n your 
h ERight-hand 3 one Grain of Farth well 
efftryed, is more worth then a pound of 
dNFarch taken up upon trult,. 
MM The fixth and laſt Grace which I ſhall 
hint to you, (though herein I do both her 
r ſand you wrong ) 1s her Patexce, Truly, 
þ. Mherlife and her death was nothing elſe but 
2 Lecture of humulity, | 
= I told you before, that her life (from 
ot Yalmoit the firſt of her married eſtate ) 
:.Mwas a life of ſuffering : Not truly, by 
e- icaſon of the leaſt u»ſutableneſs 10 the 
1eConjugal relation, nor meerly in regard 
reflot Abortion, and loſs of Children , both 
Which ſhe bare with a gracioas chearful- 
{neſs in ſubmiſiion to her Heavenly Father; 
hefſÞut alſo in reſpe& of an firm Gonſtitu- 
urf820n which ſhe carried about her.; inſo- 
wlhmuch that when the time of her diffolu- 
arffion came, it appeared to her learned _ 
421 ſiti anc, that her dying fichneſs was no- | 
ilehing elſe but a Complication of her diſea- 
heffl/es now come to the birth, which had 
val for near T Went y years before bin breed- 
#7 and ripemng j11 her tetder body; which 
though 
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though they did (not ſeldom.) make a 
viſible impreſſion upon nature ; yet ſhe 
did carry with ſo :genuous a di fſimulation, 
that. her neareſt Relations could hardly 
diſcover any habitual diſtemper prevalling 
upon her, but judg*d it only ſome arc 
dental errour 1n nature, eafily capable 
of corretion by prudent obſervati: 


W om _ a ra Cs 7 Gd. - aA 


But at length, thoſe ſparks which fer 
many years lay ſmoaking and kindling 
within, brake ont into a flame, and for 
near tyenty weeks together by degrees fil 8 
prevailed upon the Walls of her fe-bleI (1 
Tabernacle, the anguiſh whereof, though nt 
(at times) it was beyond expreffion full th 
of bſtternels and torment ; yet ſhe ſuf 
Nained it with ſuch an invincible ſweet-} h: 
neſs ot patience, as did flitter her friends} /« 
into a delufive hope, that her ficknel} b) 
was not mortal , untill the diffolution of (3 


nature convinced them of their too eaſieſſ be 


dulity. an 
'-She hada peculiar patience of her ownffſ gal 

and that patience gave her the poſſeſſion 9 
of her ſoul ; ſo that in her ſharpeſt con: eve 
fl'&s with pain and ſickneſs , though (as 74 
an holy Miniſter ſaid of himſelf ) ſhe e/ 
might (poſſibly) groav, yet ſhe did no Ch 
| grum 


6 


,W is1t? Her anſwer was the Holy Afartyrs 
ly 07d, mixt up of Parrexceand Faith ; It 
nol 5 well, and it will be b:tter, It is well, 
1- there was her patience, and it wall be better 
le fl there was her Faith : Through both which 
ti-Þ (a5 in the Text) She inherits the Pro- 


I might eafily enlarge the Catalogue of 


Judgement, not as a Woman only, in mana- 
vine all her affairs with Dſcretzon , but 
(much more)as aChri/tiay woman, She was 
notalight Sceptical profefſour, nor one 
that took up her Religion upon z7»ſt* or 
mitation : She knew what ſhe believed, and 
having weighed her principles inthe ba- 
lance of the Saxttuary ; and ried them 
by the touch- ſtone of the holy Scriptures 
(which from her youth ſhe had known) ſhe 
became rooted and grounded in the Faith, 
and ſtood anmoveable and wnſhaken a- 
94inkt all the blaſts and ſtorms of ſedw:- 
0n ; Able not only to g:ve an anſwer to 
jj every one that might (rationally) ask ber 4 
reaſon of the hope that wasin her wuh meek 
eſs 4nd fear, but as a' good proficient in 


grumblezan impatient complaint was never 
heard from her lips ; but if asked , How 


Chrilts School, to wake an eApolegy wa 
| "" 


Her Wiſ- 
dome and 


her Yertues; ſhe was of gzeat wiſdom and Judgment 


Foh. 4. 


2Tim. 3-15 


IPet.3.15« | 


Her Tem- 
perance 
and So- 


briety. 


. In Appa- 
rel. 


ſhe laid ont for- Gol. Her Charity was 
very exteyſive, not knowing any other /s- 
{2 eg mit ty 


| (62) 
the truths ſhe had learned from the Ge- 
ſpel of Jeſus Chrifl, 

In Temperance and Sobritty, ſhe ex- F 
ceeded many, not only of the ordinary 
rate of vyvomen, but even of ſuch as fic 
(not without cauſe) have the repute of Þ Þ* 
Religion, V\ 

In her Habit , ſhe affeed nothing of | © 
the pride axd curſity of the preſent ce-YM 
neration. Accounting 1f more honour to 
beautifie her eAttire, then” to owe any 5] 
beauty toit, Nor was ſhe in love with £©* 
any faſhion , but that which the exam- (£2 
ples of the moſt prows and modeſt of her 
rank commended to her, 

She was of great temperance zz her duet," 


| ſhedidas much diſeuſt whatever might ſz 
vor of delicacy and 1niulgence torhe fleſh, 


a5 the delicate do' what is mean and ordt- 
nary, eating and drinking at ſuch a rare, al 
ohe whom not Natare only had dhetea, 
but Grace. | 
Provident ſhe was without avarice; fru- 4c: 
gal, not that ſhe might get the more goods, ſt 
but that ſhe might do rhe more good; ac- 
counting that her beſt 7:ches , not which 
ſhe laid up for her ſelf , but that which 


: F647 


wits, but want of opportmmry.; nor 
other partality bur” the Honſhold 
_BFath. | 
| Her 2ercy refuſed not the loweſt of - Mercy: 
«Ml ficr, to the loweſt objef;, her enquiry 
Fl being not what the perſon-was,, but what 
vvas the »eed > She thought it no robbery 
clto impoveriſh her ſelf, thaE, the might 
.. | nakz others rich, | 
of She had a tender, and yet an Heroick, Heroick 
v8 Spr*; ſhe feared nothing but #-, and ſpirit. 
h {could bear any thing but Gods diſhonour 
\. end the reproach of Reli 0100, A Coward 
er {ſhe was , when Chriſt Tpottbly) might 
ſuffer by. her ; but couragiow, when ſhe 
+, 2s called ro ſuffer any thing for 
M [0177/2 þ 4 
hl Her whole deportment was made up of Gravirys- 8 
7 MSwertneſs and Gravity , which: put ſuch | 
22 Grace upon! her , that ſhe Commenced 
4, Ne orron in Religion , before -her time; 
as if nature had over Teckoried it ſelf one 
uy. $477 of her life at leaſt, and took the degree 
1: of o/d age, before ſhe was forty, 
| Laſtly, Her facerity commended her 
<< Ito God and Many, She vvas fully as mach =! | 
ch Nas ſhe appeared to be. ; to- God without | 1 4 
ras MPtpocriſee ; to Man without fraud; a true © iy 
I” Nathaniel, 1 whoſe fp: pirit there was 29 
gale, Theſe 


any Gal. 6. IQ. 


Her fin-- 
ceritye. - 


_ 


_ ., hadlearned the neceſſity of ſecret duties, 
- > Inſtrufti:nand experience ſoon taught her}: 
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(64) « 
Theſe Vertnes, as they were eminent 
19-her , ſo they deſerve alarger ſharein 
ber juſt Character ; butit 18 time to give 
you ſome account of her Death ; of which 
though much might be ſpoken worthy ob- 
ſervation, yet take the Epitomne of it in 
few words; Three things ſhe did upon 
her Death-Bed. 1" 
The fir? thing ſhe djd, was to give! 
clear and full account of the work of Grace P 
wrought in her ſoul, both in the Idethods 
and Progreſs Of it, | 
The foundation whereof ſhe acknow-W/ 
ledged was laid in the Catechiftical prin- 
ciples of her Parental education; the 74- © 
diments of Religion , were by thery care 
and her diligence , fo diſtintly imprin- 
ted in her #»derſtanding , that they be- 
came a good forndation, upon which the 
 ſuperſtrafture of more prafiical and ſpiri- We" 
tual truths of the Goſpel, were more 
profperonſly and frutfully raiſed. 
After that by Precept and Patter» ſhe 


the inſienificancy of them, without regard 
to the marxer, as vvell as to the matter, 
© From thenceforth ſhe began ſeriouſly 
to ſtudy a Duty-frame of ſpirit , andto 
*k = eye 
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(65) _ Om 
tye the | Putters in the Mount, John | 
'e p After this , notwithſtanding 1n the-pro- 
hl greſs of the Miniftry under which ſhe 1t- 
+ | ved during the time cf her ſingle ſtate) 
2 ſhe found her ſelf at & /oſs, the Holy 
n | Ghoſt convincing her.of a preſent abſo-. > 
lute and indiſpenſable need of Jeſus C hciſt 
2 in point of Righteonſneſs, She well 
of perceived her own Righteouſneſs too 
4: © ſhort a garment to cover her nakeaneſs 

from the all-piercing eye of Divine 7 «- 
7 ice, From thenceforth (with the Apo- 
n-M file) ſhe accounted all things (even the | 
4. belt of her own Righteouſneſs) but /ef3 KJ 
ref ##d d#»g that ſhe might win ChriFt, and | 
nb found in him not having her own 
e { Kighteouſneſs which is of the Law, but 
he far which is through the Baith of Chr:/t, 
We Rrighteouſ.eſs which is of God by 
Fatth, | | - 
But the. Conviation ſtayed not long Accord. AM 
hethere, but ſoon was improved by the ing to the * 
» lame ſpirit into a Conviction, and diſco- Ys 2 
rv ry of the beauty and. excellencies that is Mo 2 
rdf'® Jeſus Chriſt. AChriſt ſhe muſt have by our 
8 a fountain of Hol:neſs, as well as of Lord, - NF 
Happineſs , for a Soverargn as well 8s for 79%-16-9, of 

of” n | p  IOz11: _ 
a Saviour , for his Perſon, as well as oy 
is 


[to 


his Portion : A Chriſt for Himſelf, as well 
as for Her ſelf, ſhe was fick of Love, 


Pſa.139. 
23, 24 


| had made of ſingular uſe and advantage 


(66) | 


But yet further , Imtereſ# wonld not 
ſerve her turn without evrdrnce; Scriprane 
evidexce, This ſhe now made her byſi- 
neſs, ſhe was very diligent to bring her 
Hopes and Evidexces to the Scripture, and 
to compare them and the word together, 
by the light whereof as ſhe diſcovered r 
any farlr or defett in them or cauſe to befſſ n 
jealous of them'; She repaired to the jus 
dicious faithfut Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
for the hejp of their judgement ; eſpeci-|iſ :/ 
ally that near and tender Relation, whom|Þſ z» 
ſhe truſted (above any) with her ſpiritu-f 
al concerns, whom ſhe acknowledged God w 


} 2 wm a _ wmweoc... 


to her in the doubts and difficulties of this 
nature, - 

But above all, ſhe conſtantly made 
her addreſs to Him, whoſe Name and Of- 
fice is, The ſearcher of Hearts, and try" 
of the Reans, with holy Davids Petition;noi 
Search me O God, and bnow my Heart; 
try me, and know my T howghts : Aud ſie 
if there be Any way of wickedneſs in m, 
and liad mt 1n the way everlaſting. 

From evidence at' length, ſhe put it 
for aſſurance; in the ſerious and vigoroul 


, pul 
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re i not #ypreparedly, and though her fickneſs 
fi- was not fraught with extraordinary joyes: 
er iſ and raviſhwents 5 Yet ſhe was ſultained 
nd Ml with a ſweet peace and ſeremty of Spirit , 
rf which God did not permit Satan to inter-= 
ed rupt all her fickneſs long ; and this was 
be not the fruit of a blind anſtnſible [ecarity, 
jul (25 in moſtthat cry up a Zamb-like drath) 
el, for ſhe was able to gave anſwer to any one 
ci-Wf that asked her reaſon of the hoje that was 
2m 1 her, with meekneſs and judgement. 

tu-M It was the account ſhe her ſelf gave, 
od why neither in her ſickneſs nor health , 
oe ſhe had experienc't any great 74ptwres of 
hsFextraordinary joyes of the Spirit of A4- 
doption, as ſome do; for (ſaid ſhe) neither 
was 7 brought in with any extraordinary 
*Mtercors or tremblings. of the ſpir:c of bon- 
dage : Nevertheleſs it pleaſed the Lord 
Woot to leave Himſelf, nor his poor Hand- 
8/2414 without witneſs ; not only in giving 
er a ſweet ſeremty of ſpirit , infomucthi 
hat ſhe ſuffered no Ecclipſe of that Swi 
f Righteouſneſs ; (in all the time of her 
onfinement to her Chamber) who Him- 
W*7 (upon the Croſs) S_ an __ 
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purſuit whereof, death met her , as well 
in the midft of her work, as of her dayes; 
ot | #nexpeftedly indeed, but (blefled be God). 


| 
I Pet.3.15: | 
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of the light of his Farhers Conntenarce, at 
what-time He cried out (to the aſtoniſh- 
' ment of Heaven and Earth) My God, my 
God, why ha#t thiuforſakeume ? But 
much more, in vouchſafing her | ſome 
immediate rrad:ations of his face and fa- 
woker , onthe everrrg before ſhe ated; at 
what time, a gracious intumate friend, fit- 
ting at alittle diſtance from her Bed»fide, 
forbearing to ſpeak to her , knowing her 
to be very much ſpent , and ſuppoſing ber 4 
to be in a ſlumber ; atlength ſhe opened F;; 
her eyes, (as if it had bin out of a ſleep) E;;, 
and ſeeing her friend whom ſhe loved fit- ;,, 
ting by , ſhe beſpake her thus: Oh m7 a; 
dear friend | are you there? 1 have had alt, 
full- anſwer of all my prayers ; God kath 
ot deyyed me any of the requeſts of my. 
ſoul, but hath fully ſatisfied my deſires, 
Hathe he ſo, (ſaid her friend?) Then I 
- hope he hath heard you, 2» that you fear- 
Toyour ed, (meaning the fear of death , which 
_ wn formerly had held her in ſome bondage, 
fo * Heb. 2. 14.) She replyed, He hath, He 
lf} Father & hath ; I know whom I have believed, and re} 
i amy Fa Tam row gorrg to him, and 1Iſhall ſee tym Ne 
it 3-5 M (ſhortly) with theſe very eyes, Yon that ſin, 
lords ſhe £425 prajed to God for me, I deſire you to 
MeHotften uſed would jojyn with me in groing him praiſtcig 
| | i EY ol 
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(69) 
for this grations anſwer of peace, vouch- 
* | /afed me, poor me! | 
) | She added moreover, ſhe did not defire 
t Bf prayer for the Contimuance of life ; but 
© that ſhe might he reſigned #p to God in x1, r, 6, 
= [| prajer, and mightbe accepted 17 the be- 
tl B /zved, Andiefigned up ſhe wasin a /o.- 
- Bl lemn manner; firlt, by ſeveral godly Mi- 
| niſters then preſent ; and lati of all by 
I that hand which by the power of the 
IB Holy Ghoſt had/fidwived her into Chriſt 
d Elin her Regeneration ; during all which: | 
) Btime, her ſpirit accompanied that ſo/em ; | 
= Birayſattion , with frong and vigorous affe- lj 
) Bf ons, to the extream expence of her na- - | 
4 Ftural ſpirits ; and when all was finiſhed, 
bY being asked, whether ſhe had gone along 
Y Ewith the Petition which had bin lifred up 
S.Wto God for her? She anſwered, Yes, 7 
TY eſs God Thave, they were very ſweet 
Wand precious : The Lord return your 
0 Wkindneſs and love into your boſom a thou- 
e, Wland fold, 
el Whereupon leaving her to try what 
4 r:ff ſhe could take, being very much wa- 
n Bted in her ſpirits ; we had not bin long 
Yin our Beds ere we were call'd outin haſt 
to take our laſt leave of her ; but het - 


cious ſoul, impatient of longer diſtance 
2: - MJ rom 


: ( 70) 

from her Beloved, did upen | her] Lords 
day in the morning as early as the /zght 
might ſerve to denommate it day, take its 
flight to the 22ountarns of ſpices, there ts 
celebrate an eter»al Sabbath in the bo- 
ſom and embraces of her Heavenly- 
Brizegroom. | 

A Second thing ſhe did upon her Dy- 
:ng-Bed, was before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
his Ele&t Angels, and thoſe Chriſtians 

- which wer2 about her, to make a ful! and 
clear Profeſſion ef her Faith, Wherein, 
though ſhe took the Creed (commonly 
called eApoſtelical ) for her Text : Yet 
ſhe did not content her ſelf to do it in 
that ſteri/ verbal way, of a literal repeti- 
or, (as the mode. of moſt ignorant peo- 
ple is ) but upon evey Artzcle and Clanſe, 
as ſhe went, enlarged her ſelf in ſoſpt- 
ritual and ſavory a Paraphraſe of her own, 
as did marvelloufly affet the hearers, 
in ſo much that they afterward accuſed 
themſelves of robbery againſt their own 
ſouls , that they had not taken the paines 
to make that /egrb/e to their eyes, which 
ſhe had made azdib/e to their eares. 

Her third and laſt dying work was, to 
oive Conn'els and Inſtructions to her ſur- 
vrving Relations that were about her ; 

which 
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(77) 
which were ſo full, ſerious and ſuitable , 
that ſhe ſeemed (as indeed ſhe vvas) to 
be acted above her ſelf, her ſpiritual and 
Heavenly ſelf, ating the weak Organ of 
her body, as long as there was any paſſive 
capacity left 1n it, | 

In a word, ſhe hath left as many Mour- 
ners behind her,as knew her,whether good 
or bad, The worſt in the place where 
ſhe lived, have given her this Tettimony, 
That if ſhe be not gone to Heaven, ntver any 
went thither; which puts us to find out a 
new expoſition of our Lords Text, Ye 
anto you, when all men ſhall ſpeak well of 
you, Fe» Asfor you Beloved, remem- 
ber the Text, and make it your work to 
be her followers, to- imitate her in her 
Graces and gracious Converſation , vuhoſe 
Faith follow, Heb. x 3:7. It is time to 


conclude. But though I have given you _ 
divers Motrves in the Grownds and Reaſons 


of the Doctrixe ,, yet for your ſpecial pro- 
vocation and excouragement , who are of 


| her Family and dear Relations, give me 


leaveto add ſome ſpecial T»centives and 
Confiderations, to quicken you to a vigo- 
rous imitation of ſo excellent a Pattern. 
It were afruitleſs ſorrow to go to the 
Sepulchre (with Afary) to weep there : -It 
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(2) 
is a More profitable work, to enquire how 
vve may recruit our loſs ; how : we may 
expound Sampſons Riddle to get meat ont of. 
the Eater, and out of the ſtr.ug, ſweetneſs; 
hovv to make a gain of our great afflii- 
on ; and that is the thing I would gladly 
preſs upon you in a feuy TMerives and 
Conſtderations. 7 a 

Firft, Without a ſerious imitation of her 
pious example, that which was our mercy 


 @ud priviledge in the enjoying of her, will 


turn-to our {/i» and the aggravation.of our 
loſs, Itis ſaid of Noah, He condemned 
the YPorld , fc. How? his Preach- 
ng and his Pattern, deing not foflowed, 
ſhould 7:ſe up 1# judgementagainſt that Ree 

roba'e generation, and condemn them ; ſo 
likewiſe our Lord tells the impenitentFJews 
that the enof Nimveh, and the Queen 
of the South ſhould riſe up in judgement 
with that gexeration, and condemn them. 
(7, e,) Th: example of thoſe poor 1ſidels 
not prevailing with them , to move them 
ro repentance, and timely and ſerious di- 
Iigence 1n the great concerments of ſalva- 


tion (having Ciriſt himſelf, a greater then 


7 avas of Selomon tobe their Preacher ) 
ſhould in the day of judgemrat riſe up as a 


witzeſs, and an aggravation of their obſt1> 


ate impenttercy, - 
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(73) 
Dear Sirs, We have had the light of 
this moſt excellent pattern, ſhining with- 


1h our Walls for diverſe years laſt paſt , 


(ſome of us more, ſome fewer ) give me 
leave toFell you, even weeping, i *f 
itleave no betrering influence upoli us, I! 
will give in a judzcral teſtimony againit 1: 
in the great day. | 

| She hath bin a witzeſs ſrom God toms, 
if (by a praRtical improvement of what 
we have ſeen divine and excellent 1n her) 


we receive not her teſt;mozy, ſhe will be a 


witneſs for God againſt 1, when our Lord 


ſhall ceme to call us to an account, And O 


how terrible will that be! Whata dread- 
ful addition to our miſery ; when to the 
loſs of ſuch a bleſſing ſhall be added the 
Curſe of our 1n0u-1mprovement of it! © 

Friends, it had been better never to have 
been Mother to ſuch a Child, never to 


have been Hasbazxd to ſuch a wife, never” 


tohave been adopted to ſuch aLother, or 
Srvant to ſuch a £Mſtres, never to have 
enjoyed fellowſhip with ſuch a friend; 
then, (when all is done) to have her come 
in as a witneſs againſt ws, in the great day 
of Judgement. | - Fg 

Oh to have bin poſleſt of ſuch a mercy 
{9 many. years, ( as it were for —— 
gs wg IX a: 
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». Motive. 
It will 
prevent a 
double 
ſin. 

I Envy. 
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(74) | 
end then torender our fin the greater, and 
our condemnation the. more erievious! 
that the very remembrance of her ſhould 
add to our torment, this will be intolle. 
rable !- Oh that the ſerious confiderati- 
on of our danger, might awaken us to a 
iruitfubcontention of being like her ! 

A Second otrve, This will preventa 
double ſin. 


The firlt is that whereby we are very © 
apt to envy the praiſes of them which at 
better then our ſelwer. lh 

The Scripture obſerves ſuch a baſeneſs I 4 
in our degenerate natures , the ſpirit that I 1! 
dwelleth in ws luſteth roervy, It is uſual £'! 
in Scripture to call the yt and /Frong in- h 
clination of the ſoul (either to good or evil) iN 4 
(Fprrit,) ſo it calls a worldly frame f 
heart the ſpirit of the world, An who | t! 


riſh diſpoſition the ſpirit of whoredown, | D 
frowardneſs of heart 4 perverſe ſpirit, 8c, i ©! 

So here, a malignant diſpoſition towards If il 
others , « ſpirit /uſting to exvy ; carrying I © 
men fironely to free, and exvy at the gra-IÞ fit 


ces'0r-prarſes of our brethren, We have 
it-as ſoon as we come into the-world, ahd ly 


It is an hard matter to kill it wholly, be- | 
fore we die cur ſelves; it1s almoſt an e- I ©© 
pidemical diſeaſe: pe cannot bear the 
praiſes of them that out»ſhume us, And 


(75) 


And theres pride, and jlf-love at the | 


bottom of it , whereby we are ready to 
think, that thoſe Eulogies and Commenda- 
tions Which are aſcribed to others, are due 


rather to ozr ſelves ; the Laurel of praiſes 


would better become our Temples. Hence 
Saint Fames, having mentioned expy , 
ſpeaks inthe verſe immediately follow- 


ing,of pride,as the root of that bitter fruit; 


Ged reſiſts the proud, &c. Hence the hum- 
ble mans queſtion 1s, Fho am I ? The 
proud mans queſtion is, Who am I not ? 
Am not I as g60d as ſuch a one ? Where- 
inam I inferiour to ſuch and ſuch ? Hath 
the Lord indeed ſpoken only by Moſes? hath 
he not ſpoken alſo by #s ? Thus Aaroz and 
Mirian ewvyed Moſes. 

Itis a fin as the Text that dwelleth in 
the Saints, bur it rergns in the wicked; the 
Devils proper fin : He 1s ay envious ſpirit, 
envying God his glory, and the Sarnts 
their felzcity and hoponur; the Devil firſt 
enyyed us the favour of God, and ever 
ſince we have envyed one another, 


Well, it is our diſeaſe : Yea, but an.ho-/ 


ly imitation of our betters, will help. us to 
mortifie and cure it by an humble and 
conſcientious refleftion upon out ſelves : 


Thus, 1 arms ready to envy thew which fo, 
 60F 


Fam, 45. 
Ad ſola- 

men cala- 
mitatis 
ſuz non 
deſunit per - 
ditus per- 
dere, Zen, 
Fel. Of. © 


; 
w % * 
Ra : "- 
8 
3"# uy . Y 


* - , 2” But my Beloved know we thus much. 


#' 6 k 
"= Jy A a =, +; "Y 
| | Mi - ft 7 
T jp - " = 4 4 « 
q bY : Bo. a” ” yo 4 
' - 4 4 1655 4 | 
5 ' x £ ” .. . P 
* : . , —— 
:; Ws 
P \ 


SE. 5 


cel in grace , but am 1 as careful toiny- 
tate them ; their graces and excellencics 


will carry them to heaven , but my emvy 
24y fink me to Hell, from whence it came; 
while I ſhould imitate the Saints 1n their 
oraces, behold 1 imitate the Devil, i» exvy- 
ing thoſe graces! Ah whatwill become of 
ſuch a wretch as I am! 


© I Tong A ſecond fin, which Imitation of thoſe 
Flattery, that excel us, will (happily) prevent, is 


that whereby We are prone to Teſt in a ſletght 
commendation of therr perſons, If we give 


them a few good words; If we can but, 


ſay, Oh ſuch a MiniRer was an excellent 


Preacher, he had a rare gift in prayer, a 


man of admirable parts, and of fingular 

' piety , &c. Such a man wasa man 

great worth and incomparable abilities ! 

: Such a woman was a woman of a meck 

ſpirit, one that had much communion 

with God, an holy woman, of large bow- 

els and compaſſions to the afflited Church 

and people of God, &c. 1 ſay, if we can 

_ bur give them a good Character, though 
we never contend after an holy 1mitation 
ayer their virtues, we think we have don 
-Enouvh, and there's an end. 


t Commendation Without Ins- 
| ration 


(77) oa 


rzarron, is but an wprofitable Complement, 7 m-2.16 


juſt ſuch another thing as ( in the matter 
of Charity) is as Saint James his, Be ye 
warmed, be ye filled,” and give them nei- 
ther fire nor food, &c, or like an handful 
of flowers ſtrewed upon the Graves of 
the dead , which makes the Corps ſmell 
never the ſweeter. 

Secondly, Yea Commundation without 
In tation, is but our Condemnation; we 
condemn _ our ſelves of groſs hypocriGe, 
while we commend them ;- for 1f we be- 
lieve that. preciozs, which we commend , 
why do we not imitate them ? If we do wot, 
Why do we commend them 9 T hou Hypo- 
crite why doth thy tongue belie thy heart ? 
or thy life contradi& thy tongue ? Ont of 
thine own month-t hou ſhalt be condemued. 


For the curing therefore of this vanitys: 


apply we our ſelves to a fincere and indu- 
ſtrious following of their gracious ex- 
amples, If we did really believe that 
conformity to them were our azty , and 
that ſuch choice Patterns (whether of the 
departed,or of the ſurviving Saims) were 


a talent for which we muſt be reſponſalle 
to our Lord, (as well as for the Word and 
Sacraments, and other helps to ſalvation). 
that our now-1mprovement of our Patterar. 
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as well as of our Precepts, will render us 
unprofitable ſervants; it would frighten us 
our of our torpor and ſluggiſhneſs, and 
make us tremble to ſatisfie our ſelves with 
a frigid and fruitleſs commendation of; 
their ſhining excellencies. 
- Meber, Third Motive, By a faithful imite- 
Imitation #10# of her vertues, we may fiull exjoy our 
makes the loſs Relation, Imitation ( like Faith } 


abſent brings the objef# and the faculty together, 
—_ The Limner draws not his Pifture with- 


out the Perſon or the Effigies before him : 
Imitation makes abſent perſons to dwell 
together ; by our imitation of our deceaſ- 
ed Relation, we may preſerve our converſe 
with her, and ſhe being dead, will yet 
ſpeak with us; & that in a more excellent 
manner, then while ſhe was yet in the bc- 
dy : We may have Communton with het 
pare, ſpiritual, unnixt ſelf, her ſelf abſtra-} 
Red from whatever was carnal or terenc in 
her;a communion of an higher & moreAn- 
gelical nature & advantage, then thatwhich 
the beſt of Saints are capable of in this 
lower region; whatPrelation theApoſile aſ- 
ctibeth to the Communion, which the A- 
poltles and other Saints had with Chriſt 
afcer his Afcextion, above that which they 
attained,while he was with them on earth; 
namely, 


(79) 


with him in the dyes of brs fleſh, was but 
after the fleſh, in a Crvil, Natural, Humane 
way ; ſuch as poor, weak, 1gnorant, indi- 
rent ſervants have with a rich, powerful, 
miſe bountiful Lord ; (they converſt not 
with him in his Drvsze or Medratory Ca- 
fpacity as he came into the world to ſave 
inmtrs ; nor improved the converſe they 
had to heavenly uſes: ) But when he vvas 
exalted to the Right-Hand of the Majeſty 
Fon High , they enjoyed Communion with 
him in a ſpirer4al and ſaving manner, be- 
fitting the Majeſty of that State, to which- 
he was exalted : Truly our Fellowſhip ts 
with the Father , and with his Son Feſus 
Chrift ; with the Father by the Son, with 
the Son z# the Father 5 »11ſterious and bea- 
tifical 


cal proportion) Rtands that converſe and 
fellowſhip which 'we may enjoy with our 
deceaſed friend, now uncloathed and ftript 
is ef what ever was Earthly, or ſavenred of 
corruption, by minding and imitating 
What vvas of an heavenly and divine ex- 
tra&ion in her. Yea ſuch a Communion we 
may have with her in cur degree, (ſetting 


, 


namely,that whereas the converſe they had 


Ifay, in ſuch a pre/aton (in an Evangeli-. 


1F0h.1. 3+ 


ade what is earthly and carnal in our 
ſelyes) 


TORE” © | ; (8) 
' Telves,) as her ſelf now enjoyeth; with the 


Heb.12. 
23: 


Foh.16.7- 


. Spirits of juſt men made perfect , witi h 


Grace, ani nothing elſe but Grace, .Y 
And for this ehd (uiualy) God doth re. 
move from us the Relations in which" 


ook the greateſt delight and complacency; 


namely for the correFing of our ſexſualiy; 
and for the awakening of us, to a more 
ſpiritual and heavenly improvement, ei 
ther which we have with Saints of 
Earth, o: which we may with Saints de 
parted,in their ſeparate and heavenly late, 
Upon this very.account our Lord tells h 
Diſciples, 1t # exped:ent for you, that 7 p 
away; for if I go nit away the comforter mill. . 
wot come; but if Igo Twill ſend him #nto you 

The removal of -Chrift his, Corpord 
preſence, made vvay for his preſence in the 
ſpirit; many times the ſexſual and Earth) 
part of our deſirable Relations, ſtands be- 
tween that ſpiritual traffick we might 
have. with them, and that heavenly 


- > Fruit, vve mightreap fiom them; in which 


from us. , 


Taſe, God ſees it expedient: to-take thei 


En 0 IP 1595.4 Tk 

My Beloved,;1s' there ſach ,gain tobelfÞ; 
made by the loſsoFiqur gracious-friends 
Is our ſpiritual Iifebeundiup tw their pre 
mature death ? Let us ftudy to.@xperien(t 
RE | It, 


It was our fo//y, that we did put God 
to exerciſe us with ſo ſharp a Diſcipline; and 
that may Keep us from murmuring ; have 
we 10t procured this unto our ſetves ? 

But. now not to profit by this Diſcipline, 
ill be our //z, and the ageravation of our 
ſorrows. I have obſerved that there is in 
yery afflid10% and mercy that is before us, 
z bleſſing and a ſnare; ablefſing in every affli- 
t:0n , and a ſyare 1n every wercy; yea both 
149th > Now then it 1s worth our ſerious 
loughts , what a tremendous judgement it 
s, by our blindneſs and folly, to run into 
ie ſnare, and to loſe the bleſſing; pray. we 
ot eyes to ſee the ſnare, and for grace to a- 
void, and to diſcoyer the blefſing to improve 
t, Lord God (ſaid Abraham) what wilt 

"Whos give me ſeeing 1 go Childleſs ? God had un 

"Wenyed him one Bleſſing, and he beggs of wp ins 

to make him amends for it, with ſome- * ; 5am. 

ling av good or better, Do we likewiſegfay 20. & r. 

"FW: to him , Lord -God, thou haſt taken a> _ 28+, os 

Wy my #ife2my Child, my Mother, my V5 


” "208.1181 as 


of 


Fer. 2-17. 


mn FaCious frze ug; what wall thou g1ve.wie ».for rae Deg 
"F*? Qurifriends are 4 Loan," whom when we [4d vely4% 
y refign-up to God , God accounts munteragys ! 


” 


WP imſelf ay Pebtery and he gives us leave to $42ie © 

"Pad the Dabr, and not.tolet him go untill noon tid 

"Fee hath paid-1t4; with ſuch boly incivility copg 0 © 
0d is well pleaſed; let us then come with wreftlings” ] 
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brldneſs to the Throne of Grace, and ſay, Lord 

thou haſt deprived me of my {weet natural 

and evangelical ſociety with my dear Rela- 
tion; . Lord compenſate it in a ſpir#:4a/ con- 
verſe with, and an heavenly imitation of her 
races, that I may belike her in faith, in 
patience, in holineſs, and in every other fruit 
of the ſpirit, wherewith ſhe was beautified:i 
Let a double portion of her ſpirit reft upon me, 
| and the debt is paia. | 
| 24 Motivee A fourth Afotive, A ſerious imitation «fl 
| tx her Graces, will prove 4 Soweraign e7ntido-! 
againſt againſt exce;ve forrew fer her loſs. | 
Sorrow, Itisa fruitleſs trouble to go to the Sepul- 
chre to weep there with ary and can only 
ſerve (if alone) to adde to Our affliction; and 
ſurely while we. do aggravate our loſs, we 0 
zllo aggravate our ix, and do as 1t weld 
ſummon God to our Tribunal, and there ac: 
-* »-  cuſehim of 1-jaſtice, While we weep will 
Rachel, and refuſe to he” comforted, wed 
 - Tullenly throw away the mercies we kave, andf" 
Ray as it were, 'Nay if God will not let mf”, 
$4... ' enjoy this mercy, /et hizs take all : Thus W 7 C0 
__ deſpiſe the mercies we enjoy. / will gF'” 
AF. down 4;to the Grave to My Son mn W 1. 
32" ſaid old Jacob, when he thought, he hf” 
No this Jap Soffow makes him to ſay i*'S 
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| Toſep h there 2 Is there 2ny converſe i in the 
rave? Or do the dead comfort one another? 
xceſs of ſorrow obnubilates treaſon, and 
Waketh us /oſe ozr ſelves after 'we have loft 
ur darlings, Oh how much berrer js ir, 
) take up their oraces by.an holy imitation ; 
81/74 got more "by taking up Eltjahs gar- 
dent, then he would have done 1f he had 
cod (till, crying My Father, My Father, 
ic, the Mantle of the Saints graces, will 
elp us to divide the waters of affliction, that 
emay go through them, and not be drown- 
with overmach ſorrow; a by drorrt= 
B2tht /iream into another Cl 1anne!, a rght 
$4-ne/; a due comparing our ſelves with 
ch Patterns, will diſcover to us wherein we 
4 edefeftive ; and ſo lead us to mourn after 
rodly manuer, rather for the want of their 
F ces, then for the loſs of their ſociety ; to 
ah out ſuch compliints, Ah how unlike 
080 1 to my dear wife, Child, Siſter, Friend! 
ow do I fall ſhort of her meekneſs and h#- 
ity; of her ſerronſneſſe in Religion ; of 
' HOG walking with God ; of her chavity, 
ith, patience, &c, Oh wretch that I am! 
W hall I come to be like unto her > Why 
w, this1s a ſorrow, that will bear its own 
$2r2es, and betrer our hearts! Such craves. 
[ſerve to waſh off our ſp1ts albtBemniſhes | [> 
efledare they, Wy P] as NCT, 
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And partly, out continual eying ofthe 

| | excellencies, will preſent us with freſh evid 
j ces of their glory in heavenly places. Th 
i will ſerve (trom time to time) as a perfum 
Fandker chef towipe off tearsfrom our ey: 

l!. ell, nby ſhould I weep ? She « happy, 
loſs 7 her gain; while I am mourning 
li Earth, ſhe & triumphing 7 Heaven ; whil 
|. . am Weeping amorgſt ſinners, (je 15 fingi 
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| Hallelujahs 7 the Celeſtial Duire of Saif | 
ih aud Angels ; while I lament her abſence, fl / 
| (having now experierced the Change) wolf i 
| not want _ hour of — "mg" with »: 
| ' gmnuumerable company of Angels,the generallfÞ b 
| pg ſembly of the Gp born which __ writttf h 
; heaven; and with God the fudge of all, Þ B 
with the ſpirits of juſt men made perfell, i w 

wit » Jeſus the Mediator of the new Covi pi 

I ſay;ſhe would not want one houres Com he 

104 1n Heaven which ſhe now poiſefleth, ff le 

a thouſand of the beſt dates that evir e(ll 25 

with 15 in the Land of the living. VW 


lM | And laſtly, This continual beholdins an 
| example, will dry xp the ſtream of our ſor in 
while, thereby we ſhall (in Gods way) [i] fo 
. to our ſelves a future fellowſhip with half ou 
+ glory. God hath linked Grace, and Gl we 
-  .;together by an unſeparable connexion; 
__ =" that if we carefully mark every ſtep cf pic 
+ Saints holy feet, of which they have kf 7c» 
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any print, and endeavour to tread exaly in 
them, It will infallibly bring us to their 

glory, what God hath joynea together all the 

um Powers of darkneſs, ſhall. niver be able to put 

ef 4/under, Here is work, Chriſtians, infinite- 4 
, MI ly to bearits own charges, and compenſate 

ne @ your labour with «»ſpeakable reward, 

hill A fifth Motive; An exact imitation ofher 5- 2otive. 
nol eminent graces, # the greateſt honour we can _ 5 
Saf [awfielly pet pon her. As itis our tru-ft wor- v1 we 
ef :ppring of God to labour to be /tke him; ſoto can do 

wolf imitate our gractons f71ends, is the higheſt we- her. 


ith] reration they are capable of 5; ſhould we £* demum | 


." ; G 
AM brivg Oxen and Garlands, to do ſacrifice unto alight 


th her, as Fuprters Prieſts would have done to jmitari 


I, B:rathbas and Pan!, Af,14.13, Or ſhould quem colis 


1, we pray unto her and worſhip her as the Pa- La@tant. 
:14 piſs do to their Saints and Images, we pay 
mill her an honour »ot due,which would be a frurt-— 


th. es piece of 1dolatry, as to her, Sacrilegions R=Þ 


el as to God, and permcioxy as to our own ſouls, 
Whereas conſcientiouſly to infilt in her ſteps 
and to ſet her up 8s a pattern for our 7e/1y19us 


preſfion | 
of. eur © +. 
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well pleaſed 5 And this hints,: '3 
. A Sixth Zorroe; Carefully to follow ber 


Two 


e grea- {| 
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mmitation , will be alaudable Teſtimony b:- 6. fore. |: 
fore men, that ſhe was highly honourable 1 The grea=|; 
our eyes ; and a ſacrifice wherewith God xs f<ſtex- } 


7 hankfuls| 
pious example, is the beſt thaukfnlneſs we can neſs to 7 
render to Eod far her, en 


a 6d an £1 
Two things are tobe done if we wouldſy 
\ be thankful; The firſt is to ſee-God in tho 
oraces and qualifications wherewith ſhe wx 
beautified. Tocommend ner for her hai 
neſs, meckneſs, love to God and his Saints, 7 
- fellow-feeling with Gods ſuffering people 
her faith, patience, her wiſdom, temperanceſſcr 
prudence, mercy, &c., and no more, were talffhi; 
magnifie Her, but to negle&t Goa; as if ſhit: 
had made her ſelf to difter, or had ſhined byſh 
vertue of aſelf-born light. She was thus and, 
thus, I, but who made ber. ſo > Here's ou: 
thankfulneſs to acknowledge God the foun#! 
"ain whence all theſe ſtreams of perfe&tion 
did emanare and iflue forth ; So 1t was ith 
thoſe, they returned glorifying of God, whiff 
had given ſuch gifts unto men © This is right: 
to ſee God, and to admire God in the gifigher 
and eraces of his ſervants, to look upon all 
the excellencies of the Saints as ſo many ReÞ / 
fleRions of the divine nature 1n them. mi 
To overlook, God in the graces of tith[e{ 
Saints, is pride and z»gratitude-; but to demhy- 
God, were Atherſm, And as often as we callY(Q 
to mind the graces of our dear. frienddlfiy 
- friends, let us contemplate and admire the injhr. 
'-** finite fulneſs that 151n Jeſus Chritt of wholWÞRe!; 
> fulneſs they received, and erace for gracehoft 
' + and yetin compariſon of whom, her bright aj 
heſs was but darkneſs, and her ys. aty 
parey 
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un of Righteouſneſs, but little drops of har 


ammenſe Ocean of divine fulneſs that dweils 


n Him, 

The ſecond expreſſion and teſtimony of our 

hankfulneſs after our owning of God, and a- 

cribing all the glory to God, I ſay the ſecond 
ing 15, To wnite after her Copy, to 1mi- 


Mite thoſe . virtues for which we would be 


ankful; while we labour to be like her, we do 


aFrally bleſs God in expreſſing the true end ani 


how of divine Grace, 11 leaving. ſuch a piece 
heaven ſo long tn our Cuſt ody ; mnmprovement 
mers 15 onr beſt thankfulneſs for mercies; 
tile we do indeed make uſe of ſuch tiring 


WW :reor:es for our better elorifying of God, 


v2 do offer him praiſe; and ordering our con- 
zſations aright, we ſhall (in the eno) ſee 
he ſalvation of God. 

A Seventh Motive, A ſevere and conſtant 
mitation of her worthy example, will be a 


lefſed expedient of entailng Relrgion upin 


wr family ; while each ſurviving Relation, 
(Oh that it might be our honour ) ſhall real- 
y endeayour in our perſons to derive down a 


rica! memorial of her Picty,we ſhall keep 


elrg10u alive in the Family, and teach our. 


olterity how to glorifie God. 


Although Saints do not propagate Saints by 


aural Gentration ; yet may even the barrer: 
| womb 


oulFpardon the word) but ſmall ſparks of that 
hoſe 


7, Motive, 
He reby 
we {hall 


entail 


ef Lot) GERI 0g Ft WY; iced 


(38, 
womP mand dry loynes, thus propagate Saints, hy 
jun al Imitation of the holy lives of them th 
{= Te e gone before us. Thus the Fathers to the Cl 
| *m 35*I0 len may make known Gods truth. The Grandm; 
= | ther Lois to the Mother Znice, and the Mothe: 
; ty Tim. 1.5. Ennice to her Son Timothy, propagate the Faith, 
y Certainly holineſs may be transferred by Pattery 
as well as by Precept, from one generation to 
nother, and 1t i5 not edrecation will do it with 
example; the ee 15 the more creditable Inform, 
then .the ear. Teach we our Children and Fam! ts 
{o that my may ſee us : If our pradice co: 
dict our precepts , we bid them (as it were) wt / 
lieve us; 5 31d take the next courſe to make they 
' - Htheifls, Letus labour by both,to leave an i 
| Seed in our Families, of whom we may comlo: 
[, tably ſay when we come to dies (as cus Lord dj; 
p #[.22.30, upon the Croſs) y feed ſha!l ſerve him, it ſbi 
4 bt counted»to the Lord for a Generation. 
Eighthly and Laſtly, By this means (throuy} 
divine Grace) We ſhall provide for Death-/i 
Comfort, Ag 1n reference to our dear Relation 
who 1s gone before us, Her Graces and gractuu 
life, , teſtifieth comfortably concerning Her, thi 
| Heb.11.23 ſhe is bleſſed in her death, ſhe dyed in the Faith, 
F: So our ſincere and vigorous imitation of thi 
þ #ragces, will bear a Comfortable Death-Bed T: 
[| 


. 
f 


ji 


itimony of our future bleſſedneſs alſo, Confo 
ity to her in Grace, will (by Scripture warrant 

conclude a fature Conformity to her in Glory; x 
being followers of her in Faith and Pationg 
*(as ſhe was a follower of Abraham , and othe! 
= "Believers in their ſeveral generations) we ſha 
vi, together with them and her, inherit the promiſe 
* Motive. 4 » But this hath bin already hinted, $ ON thereion 

va Waarch, we {hall in{if on it no further, £25 
Solt Deo Gloria, 
*L'NIBS. 
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